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Minister’s Foreword 

T 
his is my last Annual Church Meeting as your 
minister and so is tinged with sadness, because 
my term comes to an end in January 2020. In 
all the ups and downs of parish life I’ve 

thoroughly enjoyed being your minister and want to 
thank you for the many signs of support and acts of 
kindness I have received in these nine years—especially 
last year, when in December we had a house fire that was 
followed two days later by my hip operation. 

Many thanks to worship leaders and pastoral visitors, as 
well as to our employed staff. Without the ministries that all these people fulfil, 
my ministry would not be possible. Please continue to value and support these 
people. 

As well, my thanks go to all members of the parish. There are many hours spent 
in running the parish, from participating in regular meetings, to cleaning, to 
distributing the Together, just to mention a few. It’s no surprise that 150 
volunteer hours are spent per week! Please be gracious with each other, as all of 
these people give of their free time. 

Since our last annual meeting we have lost a number of our members through 
death. Many of them contributed to activities in the parish on various levels as 
long as they were physically able to do so. 

We remember: 

Kay Hollis (Raumati) – Treasurer, auditor, and over many years active for 
“Thrifty Place.” 

Pauline Michl (Waikanae) – A valued organist for many years and active on 
various committees. 

Tolla Williment (Raumati) – Among other achievements she wrote a biography 
of her Methodist missionary ancestor, Rev. John Hobbs. 

Kay Smith ( Waikanae) – Missed for her lovely singing voice, her bubbly 
personality, and various church activities. 

Jack Leslie (Raumati) – active in church and community. 

Philip Ross (Waikanae) – contributed in the leadership of various committees. 

Barry Jobson (Raumati) – in younger years active in church, and later in 
community work. 
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Harrie Keene (Raumati) – gave a helping hand where he could with building 
skills. 

Rev. Fraser Paterson (Raumati) – Presbyterian Minister in Zimbabwe, South 
Africa and New Zealand, and in 2009-2010 here in Kapiti Uniting Parish. He 
will be missed for his faith leadership, his strong singing voice, and always 
being ready with a joke. 

Valerie (Val) Bryant (Raumati) – for many years a member of the Pastoral 
Committee. 

Fay Thorpe (Waikanae and Raumati) – contributed many hours to various 
church activities and will be missed for her lovely singing and entertaining. 

Marcia Zondag (Raumati) – Her memorial service will be held on 28 August 
2019. 

Some of these people you might not have seen at church in recent years because 
of ill health. During those years or months they were faithfully visited by the 
Pastoral Committee members to help keep their link with the parish. We are 
thankful for their contribution to parish life during their active years. May they 
rest in peace. 

We rejoice with all those who have celebrated special birthdays and 
anniversaries during the year. 

Many thanks go also to those people who have had leadership roles in our 
various interest groups. Your contributions are much valued. 

When someone wishes to step back from a leadership position, we should 
respect their decision. Dina Zaripova, not a member of the parish but a 
volunteer, has had to give up her role as treasurer because of study 
commitments. Thank you very much, Dina, for stepping in when we needed 
you! We need to find a replacement for Dina as treasurer. If you have the skills 
and the time, please consider this position. 

The other important role is that of Chair of Parish Council. Syd Mepham kindly 
stepped in at the beginning of the year to bridge the gap until the annual 
meeting, but now it is time to find someone else. Please consider these important 
positions prayerfully. 

Last but not least, many thanks to Kate Foley, our administrator for three years. 
She probably wonders now where she fitted in all her working hours with the 
volunteer hours she still gives. It is a special blessing that we were able to find 
Isabel Bennett to take over so quickly, enabling a smooth transition. Without an 
employed administrator it would be impossible to run a parish of this size 
effectively. 
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holds the container briefly and silently says thank you before passing it 

on. 

ELECTIONS 

The following councillors have indicated that they are willing to continue: 
Maureen Calhaem, Mary White, Ken Milne, Colin Anderson, Carole Rudings, 
Huwei Xu. 

There are three vacancies for Parish Councillors but no nominations had been 
received, therefore nominations, then volunteers were called for from the floor. 
Jenny Latimer volunteered to join the Parish Council. 

Chairperson: no nominations. This is to be passed back to the Parish Council. 

Secretary: Jan Rae, there being no further nominations, Jan was appointed to this 
position. 

Treasurer: Ken has approached a suitable person who is considering taking on 
this position. She has met with Ken and David and we should have decision by 
the middle of the week. 

UCANZ representative: Don Smith has not indicated his availability but it was 

agreed that he be offered the position again. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Paid staff: Kate Foley, Angelique Monaghan, Melissa McGregor. All have set 
hours but work longer than the hours they are paid for. 

Volunteers: These are many but in particular we recognise the work done by the 
lay preachers and musicians, and Derek Townsend and Ralph Martin who have 
put many hours into building the new sound desk. 

Joy Mepham expressed thanks to Jennie Dickenson who is retiring as convenor 
of the Pastoral Group, a position she has held for many years. It was noted that 
this group works quietly behind the scenes with many unsung heroes among its 
members. 

David Davis congratulated the chairperson for the efficient way the meeting was 
run. 

The meeting concluded with the saying of the Blessing at 11.45 a.m. 
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DISCUSSION/COMMENTS ARISING FROM THE REPORTS: 

1. Marion Bowker commented on the work done by the Community and 
Family worker, applauding Angelique for her work. She suggested that 
the community groups using the Church facilities could pay a small 
donation. 

2. George Forster commented on the Parish Council report, congratulating 
Syd on the excellent annual report but expressing concern that there 
appears to be a small group who either don’t like or don’t want change. 
The under-staffing of the Parish Council is not good for progress and a 
stronger working council can only lead to a more effective parish. 

He asked two questions: 

•  Is the Parish represented on Presbytery? 
•  Why was the Parish review blocked? 

Syd replied that after checking with the partner churches and UCANZ the 

correct procedure is that the coordinating partner (in this case the 

Methodist Church) calls for a review to take place. It is considered 

premature to initiate and undertake this ourselves. However we may need 

to remind the Lower North Island Methodist Synod when the process 

needs to start. 

We are represented on UCANZ – the Uniting Church Council – by Don 

Smith. 

David Davis commented that we have the right and a duty to be 

represented on both Central Presbytery and Lower North Synod. 

Rosalie Sugrue pointed out that she is the Synod representative. 

Ken Milne asked that representatives report back to the Parish from the 

respective meetings. 

3. Cornelia Grant commented on the Worship Report and asked for the 

feeling of the meeting regarding the changes to taking up the offering. 

There was considerable discussion and David Davis commented that it is 

really a decision for the Minister but that he would like to see offerings 

paid online acknowledged as well as the plate offering. Cornelia asked for 

a show of hands and it was decided that we will revert to the former 

system of passing the plate around. Cornelia suggested that each person 
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As we commence a new working year in the life of the parish, I wish you 
wisdom and God’s richest blessing in your search for a new minister. 

 

Shalom, 
Cornelia Grant, Minister 

 

Parish Council 

Nga mihi Tatou...Greetings to you all. 

In this report of the past twelve months, parish activities and people activities 
have presented Parish Council with moments of chagrin, concern, surprise, 
doubt, pleasure, challenges, and opportunities. 

Overall, the year has been rewarding with a great deal of positive and inclusive 
activity that we hope will lead us towards the vision we all have for our parish. 

Our parish structure comprises seven groups, these being: Worship, Pastoral 
Care, Fellowship (Social), Mission (Outreach), Education, Finance, and 
Property. The protocols governing their activities are clearly set out in the 
booklet Moving into the Future, Led by the Spirit. 

Parish Groups 

WORSHIP 

Convenor: Rev Cornelia Grant 
Parish Counsellor Liaison: Maureen Calhaem 

The key tasks of this group are to provide services leadership for the parish and 
give directions and guidance for developing new service leaders. 

PASTORAL CARE 

Convenor: Dianne Amundson 
Parish Counsellor Liaison: Vacant 

This group visits and supports Parish members and offers support for the 
Minister in her pastoral work. When Jennie Dickens retired, Dianne Amundson 
took over the leadership role. Needs and nurturing for our people has been a 
consistent feature of the group throughout the year. You have our grateful 
thanks. 
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SOCIAL OPPORTUNITY (FELLOWSHIP) 

Convenor: Carole Rudings 
Parish Counsellor Liaison: Carole Rudings 

While some activities have been limited by unwellness, the Parish has joined 
activities both enjoyable and testing. These included the Parish Anniversary 
dinner, (51 people in attendance), games afternoons with highly competitive 
players, and Supper Club events still to come. Thank you Carole and your 
willing team. 

MISSION (OUTREACH) 

Convenor: Vacant 
Parish Counsellor Liaison: Syd Mepham 

MESSY CHURCH 

This outreach activity continues to work very well. It is led by Angelique our 
Family and Community Worker and a team of fun volunteers. New families 
continue to attend with their children and for some; attending is the first time in 
a church for them. Information about Parish help and support is shared with 
these families. 

MUSIC RECITALS 

These activities have been highly successful and rewarding. Programmes this 
past year have been rich with talent, fully attended and quite breath-taking to 
experience. Congratulations to the organisers. 

COUNSELLING 

The Family Centre has been struck by the impact of changes made by financial 
agencies whose support criteria have been directed away from past social needs. 
The Centre is being forced to re-evaluate its operations in the light of 
diminishing funding. 

There are now three female Counsellors following the retirement of their male 
colleague. 

Outreach into the Kapiti Coast community continues to be effective at this 
reporting. Some difficult decisions and challenges lie ahead. 

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY WORKER 

Angelique Monaghan has successfully carried out this outreach with holiday 
programmes for children, various social skills activities throughout the year, 
support for parents, and team leadership. She has engaged with community 
groups and helped initiate significant Parenting Help support in the wider 
community. 
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Annual General Meeting 
Kapiti Uniting Parish - 2018 Minutes  

Date: Sunday, 26 August 2018 

Time: 11.00 a.m. 

Venue: Raumati Church, 10 Weka Rd, Raumati Beach 

Present: Syd Mepham (Chair) Jan Rae (minute taker) and 72 other parishioners 
(attendance list attached) 

Apologies: Gus McRae, Merrill Baker, Bevan Dickens, Nancy Aburn, Diane 
Ammundsen, Don and Marie Smith, Rev Marg Schrader, Daphne Forster, Kay 
Smith, Kevin and Joanna Buck, Huwei Xu 

It was moved (Ken Milne) and seconded (David Davis) that the apologies be 
accepted. Carried. 

Welcome: Syd welcomed everyone to the Annual General Meeting and opened 
the meeting with prayer. 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

The following new members were welcomed to the Parish and presented with a 
candle—Lynne Carter, Kath Turkington, and Brian and Lynne Sherborne. 

Those unable to attend were: 

Kerstin Allan 
Tom and Sally Anthony 
Margaret Bain 
Matthew and Patricia Greenwold 
Peter and Rachel Rush 
Kay Smith 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF 2017 AGM 

It was moved (Syd Mepham) and seconded (Ken Milne) that the minutes of the 
2018 AGM be accepted as a correct record with the following amendments. 
Carried. 

1. The first point under the heading Parish Mission statement should have 
the last eleven words omitted and read “Tralee Sugrue queried the 
changes made to the Parish Mission Statement and asked how we had 
arrived at the current statement.” 

2. The second motion moved by Joy Mepham should be removed. 
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Balance Sheet 
as at 30 June 2019 

 

      
  2019 2018 

Current Assets $ $ 

Cash and bank balances 13,464 19,123 

Debtors 1,239 180 

Methodist Trust Association Deposits 73,482 54,935 

Total Current Assets 88,185 74,238 

Loans     
Kapiti Family Centre   8,000 

Fixed Assets (as per schedule) 2,086,721 2,099,269 

Total Assets $2,174,906 $2,181,507 

      
Current Liabilities     
Sundry Creditors 2,969 4,523 

Ministry of Education - Unexpended grants 1,410 772 

Total Liabilities 4,379 7,020 

Net Assets $2,170,527 $2,174,487 

      
Equity     
Retained Earnings from previous year 2,183,716 2,198,575 

Add Methodist Trust Association capital accretion 1,115 3,873 

Less Kapiti Family Centre–Loan written off- Kapiti 8,000   

 Current Year Operating Deficit 6,304 18,732 

Total Equity (as above) $2,170,527 $2,183,716 

      

SCHEDULE of FIXED ASSETS 

  Cost Depreciation Book Value 

Buildings       
  Waikanae 359,000   359,000 

  Raumati 1,061,538   1,061,538 

  Paekakariki 165,000   165,000 

  Manse 370,000   370,000 

Total Buildings 1,955,538   1,955,538 

Chattels       

  Raumati 184,761 90,532 94,229 

  Manse 10,000 9,565 435 

  Waikanae 41,048 18,360 22,688 

  Paekakariki 24,500 10,669 13,831 

Total Chattels 260,309 129,126 131,183 

Total Fixed Assets 2,215,847 129,126 2,086,721 

7 

 

COMMUNITY GARDEN 

Under Kate Foley and her team of helpers the garden is flourishing. Both Parish 
and community people are benefiting from the produce. Practical workshops on 
and about gardening have been a feature of this innovative outreach. 

EDUCATION 

Convenor: Vacant 
Parish Counsellor Liaison: Colin Anderson 

SOCIAL ISSUES GROUP 

This group is in recess. However Rev Robin List has agreed to provide 
discussion and representation on environmental issues. 

PLAYGROUPS 

A playgroup was started at Paekakariki on a trial basis with the sanction of the 
Ministry of Education. Unfortunately, the trial was unsuccessful. Both Raumati 
and Waikanae playgroups are in good shape. Playgroup Supervisor Melissa has 
started a music programme for children and parents on Monday mornings. This 
is held at Raumati and is functioning well. The Family and Community Worker, 
Angelique, has picked up some of the pastoral work with the playgroup parents. 

FINANCE 

Convenor, Ken Milne 
Parish Counsellor Liaison, Ken Milne 

The group has been in constant discussion about financial matters and the 
increasing operating costs around property insurance. Changes to Mother 
Church policies as a result of earthquake impact on Insurers have needed to be 
reconsidered and factored into forecasts. Grants have been sought from Church-
based funding agencies as a means of boosting our income. Parish activities, tax 
rebates, prudent spending, greater use of our properties by the community are 
matters that have been discussed as part of ongoing consideration of financial 
management. 

As our Treasurer, Dina, has resigned it is important that this position is filled as 
soon as possible. Our thanks to the members of this group for their thoughtful 
work. 

PROPERTY 

Convenor: Marie Smith. Raumati. Derek Townsend 
Parish Counsellor Liaison: Mary White 

Little new work has been carried out this year but maintenance has been carried 
out as needed. The path to Thrifty Place has been approved as has the painting of 
the hall. Work on the roof at Waikanae is to be decided upon also. These will be 
commenced in the new financial year. 
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Questions about the organisational structure are still to be dealt with. 

Thanks to Marie Smith, Derek Townsend, and Mary White for their consistent 
attention to the property needs of the Parish. 

EPrayer 

We know that every Christian Church is underpinned by its praying people. The 
introduction of EPrayer within Kapiti Uniting Parish had been well planned last 
year and is now in process. It is supported by the Pastoral Group and our 
Minister. The weekly notices continue to provide the information needed for 
members to make personal prayer needs known and also how to access our 
praying team. 

Parish Review 

A Parish Review was carried out under the auspices of UCANZ with a report to 
follow. It was led by Ian Harris, Co-Superintendent of the Lower North Island 
Synod. The Review Team met with the Minister, Parish Council and members of 
the four congregations. The report is now available for congregations to read and 
consider. 

An interim group consisting of the Parish Chairman, Deputy, and Past Chairman 
has met on three occasions to begin the Parish’s own preliminary thinking about 
what shape is wanted for the future and the next Ministry. It is intended that this 
group will set the agenda for full Parish discussion after the Annual General 
Meeting. 

Thrifty Place 

After many years of leadership, Jan Gibb has retired as Manager. The role of 
Manager has been reconfigured as a co-position with Kay McIntosh and Rachel 
Rush taking responsibility. A leadership team coordinated by Ken Milne as 
Parish Council Liaison has a governance role. 

Parish Council 

The Parish Council has been understaffed this year. There are still positions 
vacant. 

Worship 

On the evening of last year’s Annual Church Meeting we celebrated a milestone 
in the life of the worldwide church: 70 years of the World Council of Churches, 
with its seat in Geneva. There were celebrations all over the world throughout 
August 2018, and in our Raumati Church we had a festive ecumenical service at 
which representatives of our sister churches, Anglican and Catholic, were 
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Statement of Financial Performance 
for the year ended 30 June 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2019  2018  2017  

Income $ $ $ 

Offerings and other giving 140,589 131,474 137,316 

Ministry of Education Grants 4,060 3,136 3,057 

Centre property income 32,791 35,097 30,509 

Fundraising Income:      

Fair 4,585 4,629 4,442 

Thrifty Place 15,642 9,377 9,132 

Other projects 3,364 2,682 3,050 

Interest received 2,446 2,400 3,203 

Total Income $203,477 $188,795 709 

       

Expenses       

Ministry 76,701 71,989 74,847 

Local Outreach and Mission 39,160 37,271 14,453 

Wider Mission  12,613 12,312 17,017 

Property expenses  34,300 34,078 41,233 

Committees 1,719 3,825 5,786 

Administration 35,803 35,492 36,478 

Total Expenses $200,296 $194,967 189,814 

       

Operating Surplus (Deficit) 3,181 (6,172) 895 

Add Special purpose grants 5,300 1,725   

Less Provision for Depreciation 14,785 14,285 11,243 

Net Operating Deficit $6,304 $18,732 $10,348 



32 

 

Kapiti Uniting Parish 

Statement of Accounting Policies 
for the year ended 30 June 2019 

GENERAL ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

Kapiti Uniting Parish has elected to apply the accounting standard PBE SFR-A 
(NFP) Public Benefit Entity Simple Format Reporting - Accrual (Not-For-Profit) 
on the basis that it does not have public accountability and has total annual 
expenses of equal to or less than $2,000,000. 

The Performance Report is prepared on the accrual basis of accounting and on 
the assumption that the entity will continue to operate in the foreseeable future. 

CHANGES IN ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

There have been no changes in accounting policies in the current period. 

PARTICULAR ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

Particular accounting policies that have a significant effect on the financial 
statements are: 

• GST 
All income and expenses are recorded exclusive of GST. 

• Income Tax 
Kapiti Uniting Parish is wholly exempt from New Zealand income tax 
having fully complied with all statutory conditions for these exemptions. 

• Fixed Assets 
Depreciation is provided on a straight-line basis at rates that will write off 
the cost of their estimated remaining useful lives. The useful lives of the 
major classes of assets have been estimated as follows: 
 
Major furniture and chattels 20 years 
 
Computers and other electronic equipment 5 years 
 
Sound equipment 10 years 
 
Depreciation has not been provided for on major buildings as their value 
is not expected to decline in the foreseeable future. 
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present and took part. Rev. John Roberts gave a historical overview by means of 
PowerPoint presentation. Praying the same prayers as had been used in Geneva 
gave us a sense of connectedness with celebrations held there, and we shared a 
meal together after the service. 

September was “Creation Month” with the theme “The web of life,” 
emphasising our interconnectedness and the need to care for creation. Our 
annual United Nations Peace Gathering also took place in September. This was a 
moving event, concluding again with shared food. Peace, and the desire for 
peace, is a central theme in all major religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, 
Christianity, Islam, and their various offshoots, like Bahai’i and Sufism. 

Worship is a public gathering and therefore should reach out to the community. 
Apart from our four Sunday morning worship services we reach out to the 
community in various ways: 

• The Children’s Christmas Service has become quite popular, with 
increasing numbers attending. Last year we had a full church of about 150 
people, both children and adults. The afternoon tea beforehand was much 
appreciated. (As you might remember, children after school are ravenous). 

• Although not worship, another significant outreach to the community 
happens with our two music recitals on Sunday afternoons, one in Autumn 
and one in Spring. Many thanks to the hard-working team of organisers 
who have brought top performers together for the great enjoyment of 
many people. 

• At the beginning of the year I took on the “Celebration”, or “God talk” 
part of Messy Church. Messy Church has lost some of its regular families 
because they have moved overseas, but those who attend enjoy the time 
very much. Remember, it’s not only for children; adults are welcome, too. 
Both old and young can enjoy fellowship and sharing a meal. 

• On the first Friday in March (1st March), I offered again an evening 
service for the World Day of Prayer, and here also there was an increasing 
number attending. I had set the table for thirty people, and we needed 
more seats. This year the liturgy came from Slovenia. Next year, on 6th 
March, it will be from Zimbabwe. Please note this date in your diaries. 

• In the same month (17th March) we celebrated Harvest Festival, and all 
the produce went to the Women’s Refuge. Every year they tell us how 
immensely grateful they are for our contributions. 

• Another worship outreach is to Millvale House in Waikanae, a home for 
people with severe dementia. I take services there about once a month. 
I’m grateful to Stuart, who provides the music. This was one of the 
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“behind the scenes” ministries that Pauline Michl was always happy to 
fulfil. 

To conclude, I wish to say a sincere “Thank you” to all the other worship 
leaders. To provide four worship services every Sunday takes quite a bit of 
juggling, and I’m very appreciative of the help they give. Creating meaningful 
worship services involves connecting the problems, concerns and achievements 
of our time with readings from scripture, and framing the whole with appropriate 
hymns and prayers, so that worship can make sense in people’s everyday lives. 

Worship consists not only of words. Music plays a vital part, so I wish to say a 
big “Thank you” to the musicians who help us to sing properly, especially when 
there are new or less familiar hymns. Remember, they spend a lot of time 
practicing the pieces they play at the beginning and the end of our services, as 
well the hymns. I would like to suggest that at the close of worship we remain 
seated and listen to the outgoing voluntaries, before we get up and talk to each 
other and move out to our tea and coffee. 

It is good to know that we have some musicians who are new to the parish who 
are beginning to play for services. Thank you for offering your musical gift. 
Thank you also to some newcomers who have showed interest in being 
mentored in leading worship. 

Cornelia Grant 

Mission 

The Mission Group comprises: 

Messy Church – this outreach is aimed at children and families who do 
not have a regular church connection. It meets on the third Friday of each 
month in the Parish hall at Raumati. Attendances fluctuate according to 
the school year and term times. Programmes are scripture based and relate 
to day-to-day living. 

Messy Church is led by Angelique with a strong group of volunteers who 
work with children in the craft segments of the Programme and prepare 
and serve the meal which ends each meeting. 

Kapiti Family Centre – three fully qualified counsellors are available. 
With the resignation of Syd Mepham, the Centre is seeking to attract 
another male to provide balance in the counselling team. With changes to 
funding criteria, the Centre is working hard to adapt the service to suit the 
new conditions. A full and separate report is located in the body of the 
Annual Report. 
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be assured that our spending is always directed to Ministry and Mission, the first 
duty of The Church. 

The Finance Project Group extends its thanks to you all for your dedicated 
financial contributions and look forward to this continuing. 

David Davis 
Acting treasurer 
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Finance Report  
for the Year Ended 30th June 2019 

Despite the uncertain outlook at the start of the year, we finished the year in a 
better position than expected, with a cash surplus and higher funds than seemed 
likely at the start of the year. 

The increase in offerings, particularly since the response program led by Roger 
Wiig. 

Anticipated major expenditure on painting the exterior of the Raumati hall and 
laying a new, improved, and safer path to Thrifty Place. Parish Council has now 
approved these projects to commence a soon as possible. 

The following table summarises of the financial results and the 2020 budget. 

 

 

Conclusion 

It is very pleasing to note that Ministry and Mission accounts for over 60% of 
total costs. Although 40% of our income does not go directly into Ministry and 
Mission, this would not be possible without the support of our Parish 
Administrators, and the facilities available for general community use. You may 

  2018 2020 2019 

    Actual Budget Actual Budget 

Income           

Total Giving   140,589 99,830 131,475 132,500 

Hall use donations   32,791 31,800 35,096 27,000 

Other Income   30,097 25,140 23,949 24,000 

Total Income   203,477 156,770 190,520 183,500 

Expenses           

Ministry   76,701 82,210 71,989 59,500 

Family Mission   39,160 41,162 37,271 42,000 

Wider Missions   12,613 12,600 12,312 17,000 

Centres   34,300 50,160 35,67 55,000 

Committees   1,719 2,930 3,825 4,000 

Administration   35,803 37,230 35,492 39,000 

Total Expenses   200,296 226,292 196,567 216,500 

Operating Profit(Loss)   3,181 (69,522) (6,047) (33,000) 
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Community Garden – this outreach has functioned well since being 
established this year. There are three vegetable beds and a garden along 
the back fence. All have been producing good quantities of vegetables for 
both church and community. Workshops and community activities based 
on teaching gardening skills and tool maintenance have been offered with 
very good uptake on these by both church and community people. 

Fruit and Vegetable Cooperative – this outreach continues to function 
well. More than twenty people using this initiative each week. 

Music Recitals – Outstanding performances, delighted audiences and 
appreciative performers. What more to be said except to say More!! 
Thanks and congratulations to Bruce, Ralph, and Brian. A full report is 
found in the body of the Annual Report. 

Parenting Support Group – a community activity carried out by 
Angelique with volunteers who support parents undergoing difficult times 
with their children. This continues to be well received by parents and is 
developing other ways of offering specific individual support as it needed. 

Communications – this work includes outdoor signage, noticeboards, 
weekly notices and the Together. 

Kate continues to act as the editor of the Together assisted by John Lawton, 
between them they provide us with a very up-to-date and attractive monthly 
news magazine. 

There is work to be done on signage for the Parish which has been stimulated by 
the vision group at Waikanae who have undertaken a project to achieve better 
signage recognition for their church home. 

Thanks are due to our Family and Community Worker who represents us so well 

in and around the Parish as well working in the wider community. Thank you, 

Angelique. 

 

Community and Family Worker 

Parenting Through the Storm Support Group 

The parenting support group is still running every fortnight and is well attended 
with new people turning up regularly and regular attendees. 

We have had a range of guest speakers come along to discuss parenting 
strategies, anxiety, ADHD, stigma and discrimination, addiction, self-harm and a 
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massage therapist to offer free head and shoulder massages. We cover a variety 
of topics including self-care, gratitude, coping strategies, counselling options 
(including referrals to the Kapiti Counselling service at the church) and much 
more. 

We have had fantastic feedback from people who attend who find the group very 
helpful and a lot of them have built outside friendships as a result of the group. 

I am also running a casual coffee morning every Friday and that is going very 
well. People who attend enjoy having a casual space to connect and share 
without judgement, I will keep this running. 

Messy Church 

This year we have been exploring the parables of Jesus, and the events seem to 
be well enjoyed by all. We have a few new helpers on board which is fantastic 
and new people are coming to Messy Church from the community and from the 
playgroups which is fantastic. 

Kapiti Fruit and Vegetable Co-op 

This is running every Thursday and is a great initiative where people can buy 
fresh fruit and vegetables for half the price every week. There are a lot of people 
in the community and playgroups taking this up. If you are interested, you can 
sign up at any time, just come and see me and I will help. 

Workshops 

This year I have attended a workshop by on Anxiety by renowned psychiatrist 
Dr Rob Shieff. I secured my own funding to attend this. 

I have also attended a WOF safety for children workshop run through PCANZ.  

Pastoral Care 

I am supporting a number of families (from groups run through the church as 
well as community members who have contacted me) and have been regularly 
visiting and helping them get help from relevant agencies, food parcels, 
counselling and a listening ear.  

Holiday Programmes 

I have been running holiday programmes throughout the last year, including 
casual playgroups which are very popular. Now that the weather is warming up 
more will be run in the next couple of school holidays. 

29 

 

beach in Groves Road has been named in honour of the work he did in the Kapiti 
district. 

Thank you to all those who have taken sessions over the years and to those who 
have contributed in so many ways. 

Maureen Roxburgh 

 

Raumati Village Community Garden 

The Raumati Village Community Garden has been successfully built and many 
events have taken place within the last year. In June 2018, we held a No. 8 Wire 
Workshop in conjunction with the Kapiti Coast District Council. We held a 
compost box workshop, run by Hannah Zwartz, the Council’s Green Gardener, a 
tool sharpening session and a kitchen and garden swap. 

Over two Saturdays in September, we built the garden beds and completed and 
filled them in October. In November, Hannah ran a workshop on planting 
vegetables for summer; we planted tomato, zucchini, and beans. 

In December we ran a planting and irrigation workshop which was very 
interesting and worthwhile. We installed a drip hose system and terracotta pots 
to water at root level. The garden grew crazily over summer; our new compost in 
the beds was very much enjoyed by the plants. 

Donations to the Kapiti Foodbank were made over the summer months. 

In March we held a very successful Community Garden Party and Over the 
Fence Cuppa in conjunction with the Kapiti Coast District Council and 
Neighbours’ Day Aotearoa. Many neighbours came along and enjoyed playing 
games supplied by the Council, afternoon tea, and a sausage sizzle. We were 
donated a rainwater tank in March and pallets for a second compost bin. Our 
garden has had media coverage in the Kapiti News, the Kapiti Coast District 
Council newsletter On To It, and featured on the KCDC Facebook page for their 
upcoming Open Space Strategy. 

We held a planning meeting in June and discussed projects for the coming year 
such as signage, connecting the water tank, building an additional bed, topping 
up our beds with fresh compost, and building our second compost bin. The 
garden is bringing community together and supporting the community. It is a joy 
to be involved and we look forward to another fun year in the garden. Thank you 
to Angelique Monaghan, Stuart Grant, and Salem and Michelle Foxx for all your 
work. Kate Foley 
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Ephesus in Kapiti 

We have had some interesting discussions during the year. Cliff Couch led us in 
a discussion on “Who or what is Jesus today?” We had a session on “What the 
role of the church might be in the future.” Tralee Sugrue has introduced two 
books to us. One was on the idea of a basic income and the other was entitled, 
Intelligence in the Flesh. Why your mind needs your body more than it thinks. 
Rosalie Sugrue led us in an interesting Easter devotion part of which was 
comparing the two parades into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, the Jesus parade and 
Caesar’s military parade. More recently we watched the DVD Christianity and 
Buddhism. Can they remain relevant for the 21st Century? 

Sadly as our numbers have been very low this year and I feel I can no longer act 
as co-ordinator; we have decided not to carry on. 

We have had a wonderful 26 years. Our first meeting was in September 1993. 

The Ephesus groups were started in the early 1990’s by Ian Harris and it was 
after reading an article by him in the then Presbyterian and Methodist paper, The 
Crosslink, telling us about the Wellington Ephesus group, that a number of us at 
Kapiti Uniting led by Gus McRae and supported by our minister Ken Wall, 
decided that it would be good to have an Ephesus group in Kapiti. At that time 
there were a number of people in the churches throughout New Zealand who felt 
they needed to rethink their Christianity to make it more relevant for the time in 
which they lived. 

The name came from the tradition that it was at Ephesus that John took the 
Jewish understanding of the life and ministry of Jesus and transposed it into the 
Greek understanding of the world and ultimate reality. The result was John’s 
gospel. Ephesus members felt that a transposition of similar proportions was and 
is still necessary if the truths at the heart of the Judeo-Christian tradition are to 
be known and experienced today. 

At our early meetings people from other churches in Kapiti as well as people 
who didn’t go to church attended, and occasionally we had as many as 50 
attendees. 

Over the years we have studied John Spong, Don Cupitt, Robert Funk, Dominic 
Crossan, and other great theologians as well as excellent sessions from some of 
our own members. We have been fortunate to have speakers such as Lloyd 
Geering, Ian Harris, and many others. 

I would like to acknowledge the Very Rev John Murray who was one of the 
early members. He led us in several sessions and challenged us to make our 
Christianity relevant in the time and place in which we lived, especially in the 
area of social justice. John died two years ago and recently a walkway to the 
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Blended Families/Step-parenting 

I am in discussions with a couple of potential facilitators to set up workshops on 
blending families/step-parenting later this year. There is a definite need in the 
community and important to help those families who are struggling to strengthen 
their relationships. 

Feedback/ suggestions 

I am always open to suggestions, if you have an idea you would like to discuss 
please get in touch with me, either at the office or through email. 

Angelique Monaghan 
Family Community Worker 

 

 

Social Opportunities Group 

The first event of the Social Opportunities group was a Supper Club dinner held 
28th Sept 2018. Four venues were available ,and we thank those who have 
opened their homes for these events. Guest members were invited to partake of a 
homemade meal and to meet informally in homely surroundings. Mary White 
took a carload of diners to a Waikanae venue which was welcomed and enjoyed. 

The Garden walk was earlier than last time with the hope of having full 
enjoyment of the spring flowers. Numbers were down on last year and it could 
be that this should be a bi-annual event. 

A parish barbecue, ably run by Derek and Ralph, was well supported with many 
happy to stay after Church in early February. The Ploughman’s lunch planned 
for Easter Monday was cancelled, however the Monday afternoon games on 2nd 
and 4th Mondays continue to be supported by the faithful few. All are welcome 
at 1.30 p.m. in the meeting room, followed by afternoon tea. 

The parish dinner to celebrate 32nd anniversary was held at Kapiti Village. Fifty
-one diners were entertained and enjoyed a delicious meal. Thanks to Bruce 
Johnston for selling tickets to this event. 

The art auction planned for July/August has been postponed until it can be given 
the appropriate planning. Other opportunities for its success are being 
considered. 
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A third opportunity for a shared meal is planned for August 23rd.We have more 
host families than guests at this the time of writing but it is expected that this 
increase with more promotion and advertising in the next few weeks. Our thanks 
to John Lawton for continuing to promote these events 

A fashion show is planned for September and a skills sharing program is about 
to start in the near future. 

The Social Opportunities Group welcome any other suggestions for uniting our 
parish in fellowship. 

Carole Rudings 
Convenor Social Opportunities Group  

 

 

Pastoral Care 

The Pastoral Care Team of Shirley Barnett, Erice Carley, Jennie Dickens, Lyn 
Martin, Kay McIntosh, Adrienne Burleigh, Diane Ammundsen, and Rev 
Cornelia Grant meet monthly to review concerns and plan for the future. 

Between us and Diana Roberts who provides pastoral support in Waikanae we 
visit and have contact with over 120 members of the parish needing a little 
support in their lives. We know that others in the parish also visit and assist 
those needing a hand and we appreciate members telling us of those whom we 
can further assist. 

We thank Lyn Martin and her team who take responsibility for serving 
refreshments at funerals and events held in Raumati during the year. We also 
thank Jenny Latimer and her helpers who prepare the beautiful flower posies 
which are delivered to people confined to their homes or those who have 
suffered a bereavement during the year. The flowers are displayed on Spring 
Sunday in the church and are then delivered by church visitors and helpers. 

We were very pleased to welcome 11 new members to the parish at the 
Anniversary Service in June this year. 

Diane Ammundsen 
Pastoral Care Convenor 
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We are sorry that Beth Hickman has resigned because she is no longer driving 
the car. We have always enjoyed her very thoughtful devotions. Thank you, 
Beth. 

“Friendship, like a river, works best when it flows 
unhindered. As we give Friendship, so a new life, new 
hope, new expectations, begin to happen.” 

We have been saddened at the death of Fay Thorpe on 14 July. We give thanks 

for her friendship, her caring, her many talents in music , embroidery, and her 

enjoyment of life. 

Marie Smith 

 

F.I.T 

The group has continued to enjoy doing the Arthritis Foundation exercises 
throughout the year and members feel their general health and mobility are 
improved. The group meets every Wednesday at 4.00 p.m. in the Meeting Room 
at Raumati; no special equipment or clothing is needed. 

Agusta McRae 

 

 

Meditation Group 

The meditation group now meets at the end of the month on the last Tuesday. 
This means it will usually be on the 4th Tuesday but occasionally it will fall on 
the 5th Tuesday. The time is still 1.00 p.m. and the place is still the sanctuary at 
the front of the Raumati Church. We meditate peacefully together for one hour. 
There is always room for anyone who would like to join us. 

Agusta McRae 
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It is lovely that we can meet and enjoy each other’s company and we give thanks 
for our Fellowship. 

Rosalie Sugrue 
Co-Facilitator 2019 

 

Waikanae Women’s Fellowship 

It has been a challenging year for us all in many ways and the support that is 
given to each other and our families is very much appreciated. 

We have been saddened with the deaths of Pauline Michl and Kay Smith. Both 
have been very active members of the Fellowship for many years We give 
thanks for their lives and remember them with warmth and gratitude. 

An average of seven members have attended the monthly meetings. Ill health 
and travel have reduced numbers at times but we always enjoy the occasions 
with a variety of topics. 

Penny Van Doorn is a talented artist who illustrates all her travels. In October 
several from the Raumati congregation joined us as we ‘travelled’ on the Ghan 
train from Darwin to Adelaide. November we appreciated the hospitality of 
Diana and John Roberts and shared memories of Christmas decorations & 
traditions—Julie Pratt encouraged us in the making of Christmas wreaths. 
Discussion days cover a wide variety of topics. Books are always a good talking 
point. We wonder what will happen with the Wellington District of MWF with 
membership reducing. Sharon Marsden enthralled us with her talk about Isaac 
Merritt Singer, inventor of the Singer sewing machine used by so many of us. 
Ansie Esterhuizen visited Ireland for her grand-daughter’s wedding. Marie 
Smith attended the National MWF Convention in Christchurch. Siniva Vaitohi is 
the National President with the executive from the Tongan District based in 
Auckland. 

World Day of Prayer service 1st March held in the Waikanae Church was 
attended by 56 people. Many participated in the service written by women from 
Slovenia “Come—everything is ready.” Afterwards we enjoyed each other's 
company in the lounge. 

In May women conducted the morning service focusing on the Methodist/
Presbyterian Women’s Special Project “Let the Children Live” with Bellyfull in 
NZ assisting young families with health issues and a new baby. In Fiji SEEP a 
Social Empowerment Education Programme. $190 was given for the project at 
the special morning tea after the service. 
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Education Group Report 

The main focus of Christian Education for the Parish continues to be the weekly 
Café Playgroups at Raumati and Waikanae for pre-schoolers and the monthly 
sessions of Messy Church at Raumati for primary school-age children. While the 
experiment of holding a playgroup at Paekakariki in 2018 has unfortunately 
been discontinued due to very small numbers of children attending, this has been 
very positively offset by the introduction at Raumati of a second playgroup on 
Monday mornings with a special emphasis on music. All three groups are 
functioning well with steady or growing attendances. We are very appreciative 
of the enthusiasm and commitment of our Playgroup Co-ordinator Melissa 
Mcgregor in ensuring the success of these groups. 

Likewise, Messy Church continues to be well supported. After the free play and 
afternoon tea in the hall, everyone moves into the church where stories and 
themes from the Bible are presented in engaging ways, enabling children who 
otherwise may have little contact with a church to gain some knowledge of our 
Christian heritage. More particularly the special Christmas session for local 
children is very well attended, enabling them to understand better the origins of 
the Christmas festival and the importance it holds for all Christians. Special 
thanks go to our Youth and Family Worker Angelique Monaghan and her 
dedicated team of helpers who present lively and entertaining activities for the 
children and their parents and caregivers. 

Opportunities for adult parish members to explore aspects of Christian faith are 
provided by several house groups that meet regularly as well as some after-
service sessions, particularly at Waikanae, which have looked at themes 
associated with Christmas and Lent. On the other hand, the Ephesus group, 
which has met monthly for many years to explore new understandings of the 
Christian faith has recently had to go into recess due to declining attendances. 
We thank Will and Maureen Roxburgh for their faithful co-ordination of this 
group over a very long time. 

Colin Anderson 
Education Group Coordinator 
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Parish Property Group 

Report 1 

Thank you to the many people within the parish who contribute to the 
maintenance and upkeep of the parish properties in so many ways. Quite a lot of 
this goes unnoticed but is very much appreciated. 

Health & Safety issues are important. All congregations and groups using the 
buildings need to be aware of the evacuation plan for the building and to have a 
practice. A written evacuation plan needs to be in all rooms that are used. 

Ten-year smoke alarms are to be installed in all the buildings. 

The sound desk at Raumati Church has been completed. $800 was received from 
the Methodist Media & Communications committee for a laptop computer and 
CD writer. 

The south wall of the Raumati Hall has been painted. A quote has been accepted 
for the painting of the remainder of the hall. Scaffolding adds to the costs. 

Some outside walls of Thrifty Place have a build-up of salt on them and rust is 
reappearing. They will need to be washed down, scraped, and painted. The path 
and drainage in front of Thrifty Place is a concern and getting the right solution 
has taken time. There is money available now to rectify this. 

Some painting in the lounge and kitchen has been done at Waikanae; more needs 
to be done. The extent of the rust in the roof needs to be investigated. 

Paekakariki has had a working bee but there is ongoing maintenance to be done. 

Thank you to the Domestic Property Groups for the work that you are doing . 
Special thanks to Derek Townsend for his oversight of the Raumati property. 

Under-floor insulation has been installed in the house at Robert Grove and the 
leaking shower in the ensuite repaired. The tenants are maintaining the property 
very well. 

The Parish Property Group needs to have more people involved. Neels du 
Plessis and Carole Rudings resigned during the year. Derek Townsend joined 
Mary White and myself but we need more than three people to be involved. 

Much of the maintenance of the buildings has previously been done with 
voluntary labour but times are changing and more work will have to be done by 
tradespeople. Some items have not been done because of this and the costs 
involved. If you are able to help in any way I would be very pleased to hear from 
you. 
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 We also supported the World Day of Prayer first Friday in March and 
the Special Project service and morning tea last Sunday in March but 
did not like the date change from May as there are too many other 
church commitments in March. 

Mar Celebrated things Irish: Heard the story of St Patrick; wore something 
green; shared something Irish – an experience, a joke, or showed 
something from Ireland; made shamrock coasters from green glitter 
card. 

April April Theme: Discussed April happenings; noted it was Autism week 
and played a board game, ‘Nine Men’s Morris’ that is useful for 
autistic children. Treasurer reported paying $50 to office for milk and 
biscuits and reminded subscriptions were due. 

May Meeting cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances.  

June Theme: Birds bring winter cheer: Maureen provided a reflective bird 
poem and pictures then led us in making birds from coloured paper and 
flattened cupcake case that we hung on a bare twiggy branch to make a 
mobile, now decorating the church. 

Formal membership stands at 12. We are sad to have lost three members over 
the past year. Tolla Williment died in December last year. Molly Keen moved to 
Ryman’s in Waikanae, and Janette Dale is now living with family in Palmerston 
North. Molly has provided beautiful birthday sprays every month since the 
group began; Janette did a sterling job as Treasurer for many years, when unable 
to drive arrived faithfully by taxi; Tolla has not been a member as long as the 
others but her input was greatly appreciated as were her talents. A carload of us 
went to her posthumous art exhibition at Otaki in March. We will miss the 
husbands of Molly and Tolla who were loyal drivers and attended our annual 
dinners. 

We are very pleased to welcome Norman Nicholson as a new member. New 
members always welcome. We continue to keep in contact with eight local 
associate members in rest homes. As well as the Spring Greetings leaflet 
Christmas Angels were also delivered to them and to other parish members in 
care. 

Without Molly and her garden we continue to recognise birthdays with cards. As 
co-facilitators Maureen Calhaem and I are happy to share leading devotions and 
chairing meetings; Patricia McAdam continues as an able and reliable treasurer. 
I give special thanks to the few mobility-able who take responsibility for serving 
the afternoon tea, particularly Carole and Patricia, and all who help with dishes, 
setting up and packing up, and indeed to everyone as for the majority of our 
members just getting to meetings is a major effort.  



24 

 

Thank you to the Committee for their support during the last 12 months. Special 
thanks to our Secretary Merrill Baker and our Treasurer Shirley Barnett for all 
their efforts. 

Our members are involved in many aspects of our local Church life and we look 
forward to another year of sharing friendship and fellowship together. 

Pat Winskill and Lyn Martin 
Convenors 

 

Raumati Afternoon Women’s Fellowship 

I am pleased to bring the 2018-19 annual report of the Afternoon Women’s 
Fellowship. Being a group of seniors we focus on fellowship drawing primarily 
on our own resources. 

July We were happy to welcome Rev Cornelia to our AGM. No leadership 
changes. 

Aug Annual dinner out, negotiated a set menu special price at Breakers; 16 
attended, including two spouses. 

Sept Spring reflections using Bible verses, old poems and new Group 
activities included flower jigsaws and quizzes. 

Oct Maureen reflected on journeys, and our artist Carole Rudings 
demonstrated painting flowers on flowerpots. 

Nov Rosa shared her month of tripping to church related events: KUP 
representative at the Methodist Church Conference; participating as a 
contributor the NZ launch of an international, interdenominational 
book ‘A Child Laughs’ in Auckland at Vaughan Park, Anglican 
Retreat centre; and one of three Wellington representatives at the 
NZMWF Convention in Christchurch. 

Dec Christmas Party with Angel theme: We made angel decorations from 
gold glitter card; read a Guardian angel prayer other activities included 
building a cardboard nativity scene; a carol quiz and pin the tail on the 
donkey followed by a party afternoon tea. 

Feb Annual New Beginnings service combined with the other KUP 
Fellowships. 
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The use of all the Parish buildings by the wider community indicates that well-
maintained facilities are very much appreciated. Thank you to all who assist 
with the upkeep. 

Marie Smith 
Convenor 

Report 2—Raumati Property Group 2019 

Ours is a busy committee doing a lot of work which would only be noticed if it 
wasn’t done, e.g. replacing light bulbs, making sure the heaters are working, 
checking the fire alarms regularly, keeping the building WOF current (annually), 
maintaining the buildings either by doing repairs ourselves or employing 
professionals where they are needed, purchase of toilet paper, hand-wash, and 
cleaning supplies (for areas other than those commercially cleaned). Cleaning 
and defrosting of fridges is done by members of this committee, as well as 
clearing rubbish and sweeping the driveway. 

We develop policies and conditions for use of the buildings, use of pianos and 
tuning, charges and hiring contracts, storage and signage. 

As ours is a Civil Defence centre we liaise with their personnel and provide 
storage facilities for their emergency equipment. 

We are responsible for employment of commercial cleaners, organising working 
bees and some of the roster conveners. 

The concerts and recitals, organised by a sub-group, have been very successful 
with people keen to use the grand piano which brings in revenue and is greatly 
appreciated as an asset to the district. 

Jenny Latimer 
Secretary 

 

St James - Paekakariki 

We have had several new people coming to worship with us some who are 
visitors to the village and others coming on a more regular basis. 

We continue to have Sunday School during term time and two more children 
have joined us recently. 

We had a great Neighbours’ Day afternoon tea earlier in the year with lots of 
church neighbours attending. A enjoyable afternoon was had by all. 
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Our grounds are looking great thanks to some of our members who keep the 
lawns and gardens tidy. Also we had the trees trimmed and the church water 
blasted. 

Last Sunday we received a warm welcome from the Waikanae congregation 
when we attended their service. 

We enjoy worship and fellowship on Sundays, and are grateful for Cornelia, 

Stuart, and the lay preachers who minister. Our little room is used regularly for 

worship at other times. 

 

Waikanae Church 

Waikanae welcomed new members at a Communion Service lead by Rev 
Cornelia Grant on 12 March 2019. Those welcomed were Jane & Murray 
Collingwood, Sharon & Ian Marsden, Natasha Furze and Joan Baber who were 
presented with small wooden crosses. Renata Joyner was away in the USA, and 
received hers on her return. 

We mourn the loss of several long-term members. Pauline Michl, our organist 
for many years, died on 8th November 2018. She was a member of our 
Waikanae Church for 25 years and faithfully filled a number of committee roles. 
Kay Smith died on 27th December 2018, and we miss her glorious singing voice 
and lively personality. Philip Ross died on 2nd February 2019. Philip was 
Chairman of The Waikanae Church Committee for four years and worked to 
keep our little Church neat and running well. 

Last year Murray Collingwood brought his “Vision for the future of the 
Waikanae Church” to an Interest Group meeting. He was seeking to form a 
group to explore and implement his vision. We suggested he approach Evan 
Ireland, Ian Marsden and Jan Jobson, and the Vision Group met for a few 
months and reported back their vision. The goal is to fill the church, and the 
group offered some practical steps to achieve that. Ian Marsden had prepared a 
budget for a welcome pack, Murray liaised with the KCDC to put up street signs 
for the church, and Evan has offered to help set up management software for the 
Parish Office, to improve communication. Evan has become a member of the 
Parish Council, and has received permission and a budget to implement these 
measures. We thank the Vision Group for their commitment, and offer our 
ongoing support. Murray, Ian and Evan have agreed to join our Waikanae 
Interest Group. Betty Johnson and Diana Roberts will continue with the Group. 
We will need more people to help as long-time members Heather Freeman, Sue 
Hodgson, and Rosemary Wells are standing down. We thank all three of you for 
all you have done to nourish the life of our congregation, and are especially 
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Morning Women’s Fellowship 
Annual Report 2018 – 2019 

We are pleased to present this Annual Report. Over the last 12 months the group 
has been led by Pat and Lyn and they will continue in the leadership role for the 
next 12 months. 

Over the last year we have had demonstrations from Helen Potter showing us 
her expertise in Floral Art and Amy Williams from Wellington Free Ambulance 
giving us a very informative talk and demonstration about CPR and the 
Automatic External Defibrillator. 

Our speakers have included Sebastion Grodd who came in November and spoke 
to us regarding the work and all those involved in the running of Life Flight 
Trust. Overseas trips were recalled by Dorothy Woods with travels around the 
Mediterranean, and Diane Ammundsen with her adventures around Europe in a 
boat. 

In December and April we presented Meditations to the relevant seasons of the 
Church Calendar. In March Merrill and Pat shared information regarding our 
Special Projects. Last July members enjoyed a well-attended luncheon at 
Fisherman’s Table. In February 2019 we held our New Beginnings Communion 
Service followed by our New Year Dinner to which partners and Church 
members were also invited. Members took part in this year’s World Day of 
Prayer services which was at Coast Community Church at 1.30 p.m. and at KUP 
at 7.30 p.m. 

We made a decision during last year to start meeting in the mornings and so far 
it seems to be working well. So we are now known as Raumati Morning 
Women’s Fellowship. We also changed our Special project date and times as a 
trial. On 31st March Rosalie Sugrue led our service at which Rachel Dick spoke 
about Bellyful which is an organisation providing meals to families with new 
born babies and families with young children who are struggling with serious 
illness. A DVD was shown for the overseas project Social Empowerment 
Education programme in Fiji. Following the service a special morning tea was 
provided which was very successful and $345 was raised. Thanks to all who 
have contributed and helped on the day. 

Throughout the year we have provided financial support to the Guide Dog 
Puppies by donating $50.00. Due to the Group’s change in our financial 
situation we are now making an annual donation to this organisation. We have 
also donated $40.00 to the Least Coin. Wellington Free ambulance was given 
$50.00 and a $50.00 donation was given to the CWS Indonesia Appeal. 
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strong demand for the service. The clients came from throughout the Kapiti 
Coast. 

Financial 

Financial records continue to be managed by Barrie Woods. This year there was 
an operating deficit of $10,000 compared with a deficit of $2,898 for the 
previous year. This was due to a continuing reduction in grant funding from 
government sources and a significant increase in demand for the service. This 
deficit was offset by the forgiveness of the debt of $8,000.00 from the Parish. 
This initial funding having been received, as a grant from the Methodist Prince 
Albert College Trust. We were grateful for increased donations from individuals 
in the Parish this year and the initiative taken by Mary Francis to arrange a fund-
raising sausage sizzle but funding remains a major issue. Reserves are now very 
low, therefore the continuation of our service is dependent on obtaining 
increased funding. At our last meeting the management committee agreed that 
our operating model has to change, whereby our fees will be reviewed and 
clients will be actively encouraged to seek support from agencies such as ACC, 
Ministry of Social Development, or other appropriate sources that they may 
qualify to seek financial support from, enabling them to contribute to the cost of 
counselling. 

In Summary 

This year has been a demanding one for everyone involved with the work that 
the Family Centre which has been operating for over twenty years in the Kapiti 
community carries out in the name of the Parish. In closing this report, I wish to 
acknowledge and sincerely thank all the members of the committee, the 
counsellors and the supportive people within the Parish, for their involvement. 

Mary White 
Chairperson 
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grateful to Heather for her faithful and conscientious work over a very long time. 
You have taken responsibility for so much, with efficiency and cheerfulness. 

We acknowledge the generous service of all who have maintained and enhanced 
our Waikanae church: Sue Hodgson, who served as our Secretary, and 
Rosemary Wells, who organised the scripture reading rosters for Waikanae, and 
managed the church hall bookings, a task taken over by the Parish Office. Don 
& Marie Smith attend to the maintenance of our Church gardens and buildings, 
arrange the distribution of the weekly newsletter, monthly Together, and church 
newspapers, see that the heaters are on, set up and pack up hall furniture, and 
advertise Easter and Christmas worship. All these tasks are essential to the 
smooth functioning of our church. Marie and Heather Freeman oversee property 
matters, and we note that the hall roof needs attention, and some church pews 
may be removed. Marie and Judith Bradley work with the Friday Café 
Playgroup to meet a need in our community. To all of you who welcome 
churchgoers at the door, and prepare the morning tea—your presence brings 
warmth and caring. Pat Souness, who has lifted our spirits with her church 
flower arrangements, notably for Spring Flower and Harvest Festival services, 
and supervised the flower roster, has passed that task on to Tina Ireland. The 
flowers do make such a difference. Tina and Evan Ireland prepare the elements 
for Holy Communion and set the Table with care and grace. To our musicians: 
Marie Smith, Joan Baber, and Murray Collingwood, we give our sincere thanks 
for your contribution to our worship. We value your skill and time. 

We appreciate those who lead our worship and facilitated the Lenten studies: 

Colin Anderson, Maureen Calhaem, Rosalie Sugrue, Rev Stuart Grant, Rev John 

and Diana Roberts, and especially our presbyter Rev Cornelia Grant. Cornelia’s 

pastoral care warms our hearts. 

Grace and Peace be with you all. 

 

EPrayer 

I would like to thank the team of dedicated parishioners for their spiritual 
generosity in agreeing to pray each week in answer to requests and also to bring 
the day-to-day services and activities before God. 

The team has grown considerably this year and we have prayed for individuals 
and families through many and varying situations. For those of you who are not 
familiar with the concept, EPrayer is an electronic way of doing a Prayer Chain 
or meeting as a group of people to pray. Some of the advantages are not having 
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to be available to answer a telephone at a particular time, not having to be at a 
meeting place at a certain time, and not having to take notes of requests. 

Perhaps the best thing about it, is that it gives you the ability to pray in your own 
time. My experience has been that when I have been going through a difficult 
time, just knowing someone else is praying for me is a real blessing. 

Don’t hesitate to contact us either by email or telephone or simply talk to one of 
us (Mary Francis, Merrill Baker, and Mary White). Contact information can be 
found in the Together monthly newsletter. 

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of good put 
together that overwhelm the world.” Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

Mary White 
Convenor 

 

Thrifty Place 

Following the 20th Anniversary Celebration of the opening of Thrifty Place, in 
February 2018, the Kapiti Uniting Parish outlet shop has had an excellent year, 
albeit tinged with sadness as Jan Gibbs retired as Manager. Her years of service 
were acknowledged during the Kapiti Uniting Parish Anniversary Service on the 
10th of June. Jan still keeps in touch and has settled in well in her apartment at 
Coastal Villas. 

Management of Thrifty Place is now shared by Kay McIntosh and Rachel Rush, 
supported by a group of volunteers. Tuesday opening hours have been extended. 
This has been made possible by Kate Foley, our recently retired Parish 
Administrator and a friend. The extra two hours of opening has led to increased 
patronage. 

A generous anonymous donor recently donated the contents of a three-bedroom 
house—including beds, china cabinets, storage units, lounge furniture, together 
with linen, crockery, glassware, pictures, mirrors, and a gas heater. This has 
helped to increase income to $15,642 Net for the Parish financial year which is 
an increase of over $6,000 compared with the previous financial year. 

The success of Thrifty Place depends upon more than sales through the shop. 
Derek Townsend organises TradeMe sales and, with the help of Ralph Martin, 
collects and delivers goods. Bruce Johnston continues to manage the Flag Roster 
ensuring that we do have the volunteers to keep the flags flying on both Raumati 
and Weka Roads. 

21 

 

The assistance of parishioners, friends/families who contribute time and goods 
for sale, ensure our shop continues to operate successfully. The advertising Kate 
Foley is doing on Neighbourly and Facebook is also proving very helpful, as are 
the posters our Youth and Family Worker Angelique Monaghan has provided. 

The contribution Thrifty Place continues to make to our Parish ‘outreach’ in the 
Kapiti Coast community cannot be overstated. Thank you to all who make this 
possible. 

Ken Milne 
Parish Council Liaison Person for Thrifty Place 

 

Kapiti Family Centre Inc 
Operating as the Kapiti Counselling Service 

Counsellors 

Marie Gibb-Livesey, Penny Currier, Angela Claridge, Syd Mepham (who is 
retiring), all part-time. 

Management Committee Members 

Mary White, Heather Hopkirk (Secretary), Barrie Woods, (Treasurer) Syd 
Mepham, Mary Francis, Cathy Drummond, Lyn Carter, Roger Wiig. 
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It is important to acknowledge the funding assistance The Kapiti Family Centre 
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Government and Community Charitable Trusts. These funders include : 
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Fellowship, and individuals. 

Counselling Service 

The Counselling Service is carried out under a supplementary payment 
arrangement with qualified counsellors. Payments are made by the Trust direct 
to counsellors, with space and other facilities being provided by the parish. It 
continues to provide a well-received and effective service for people, 
particularly within the lower socio-economic levels of our community. 
Counselling sessions for the year ending June 2017 totalled 652 compared with 
500 in the previous year. This is a significant increase which demonstrates 


