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Thank you Kate 
 
This is the last edition of Together that Kate Foley will edit. 
Over the years she has done a brilliant job in gathering 
news items together and keeping the Parish well-informed. 
For all that work we must say: thank you Kate. You have 
made a great contribution to the life of the Parish over a 
very long time. Your work is deeply appreciated. Well 
done, good and faithful servant. 

 
Unusual Days 

 
Farmers in the Wairarapa sending hay to their compatriots 
in the Hawkes Bay. People in a church in the United States, 
delightfully, humorously, visually, matching the words of 
the Hallelujah Chorus to the music of Handel’s great 
masterpiece. Families finding all kinds of ways to exercise 
and create sporting challenges for themselves. Yes! 
Through the days of the pandemic people are finding all 
kinds of ways to lift their spirits, to laugh and enjoy the life 
they have been given, to be generous, thoughtful and kind. 
 
It has been quite a while since the world as a whole faced a 
threat such as the one we do now. We have had it 
comparatively so good for so long that ‘lockdowns’ and 
‘Levels’ and the disruption to the economy and 
employment opportunities, can push us sometimes beyond 
worry, to the edge of depression. 
 
But, even a little knowledge of history reminds us that life 
is fragile. It’s not so far back to the SARS epidemic. The 
years at the beginning of last century were more difficult as 
ANZAC Day recently reminded us: a dreadful war, a flu 
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epidemic, a hint of recovery before the ’31 Stock Market crash and on 
into another war that ended so brutally at Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
 
The human spirit however, has a resilience, which is quite astounding! It 
is buoyed up and strengthened by a recognition that we are only a minute, 
but significant part of God’s wonderful creation and that in following 
Jesus way of Love,  we can overcome the ‘enemies’ that threaten and the 
experiences that disturb our peace.   
 
Faithful living, keeps us connected to one another, reminds us of our 
priorities, and helps us live with a simplicity and openness that enables us 
to say: ‘Thank you God’. In all of this there is blessing. May you find it 
so. 
 
Blessings and peace, 
 
Roger Wiig, Your Minister 

Farewell Jan Gibbs 
 

Jan Gibbs was the manager of  Thrifty 
Place for many years. She was very 
popular with both volunteers and 
customers. Her warm smile and 
outgoing personality ,made everyone 
who entered Thrifty very welcome.  
 
After Jan retired many customers 
continued to ask about her. Jan lived at 
Metlife Care, Rimu Road until her 
death on 25 April. Our thoughts are 
with her family  
 
Kay McIntosh, Thrifty Place Manager 
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“The ringing testimony of the Christian faith is that God is able” 
 Martin Luther King Jnr. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E-Prayer Requests 
 

A group of 15 people from your Parish family receive requests for prayer 
each week.  
 
If you would like prayer for a family member, a friend or yourself, please 
contact one of the following people who will direct it to the larger group; 
 

 Mary Francis 904 0457 or billandmary262@gmail.com 
 Merrill Baker 902 4134 or amkram.nz@gmail.com 
 Mary White 298 7727 or marywhite@xtra.co.nz 
 
Requests will remain confidential and your name will not be used without 
your permission.  
 

 

June service details were unavailable at the time of print. 

mailto:billandmary262@gmail.com
mailto:amkram.nz@gmail.com
mailto:marywhite@xtra.co.nz
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Kapiti Counselling Service 
 

The Parish’s own professional counselling service is available for  

confidential counselling or discussions for any member of the Parish  

or their family. 

 

The counsellors are Marie Livesey, Penny Currier and Angela Claridge. 

 

Phone 905 2374.  Please leave a message and contact will be made. 

 
Kapiti Community Foodbank 

 
During the time services are suspended, the donations to the foodbank 
can be left at supermarket collection boxes, or Foodbank between 10 am 
and midday. 
 
Monetary donations can be taken to the foodbank or given by online 
banking to 12-3157-0048639-00. 
 
If you require a receipt please phone 298 1907 and give your name and 
address.   
 

www.thekapitifoodbank.co.nz  
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About people 
 
We wish a very “happy birthday” to all those people having birthdays in 
May and June, especially Gus McRae who celebrated her 90th birthday on 
27 May. 
  
We wish “happy anniversary” to all those folk celebrating special 
anniversaries this month.  
  
We are thinking of those who are unwell or in hospital or recovering from 
time spent in hospital. We hope your recoveries will be speedy. God bless 
you all. 
  
We send our sympathy to the families of John Falconer, Howard 
Clements, Jan Gibbs, Bunty Graham and Colin Reid who have all passed 
away in the past two months. They have all made a large contribution to 
the life of our parish and they will all be sadly missed.   
  
Sympathy also to Jan (Shirley) Reid whose husband Innes Clarke also 
died recently.  We also think of Nancy Aburn whose sister in law died in 
April and Sharon Marsden whose mother also died in April. 
  
We look forward to seeing everyone again once we are back to normal, 
which looks like not being too far away! Until then do ring me or Jennie, 
Lyn, Erice, Kay, Shirley or Adrienne of the team if we can be of help to 
you. We have tried our best to keep in touch by telephone and have 
appreciated the great feedback we have had. Thank you all. 
 
Diane Ammundsen for the Pastoral Care Team  
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Chairpersons Page 
 
Some thoughts and reflections... 
 
On 19 March, I attended a funeral in Island Bay. Daphne was 93 years old 
and until just before Christmas, had lived in her own home. Her husband 
David, the father of her four children had died 30 years earlier. 
 
When my husband David and I were looking for a church to attend with 
our two children we visited the churches, where our new home was 
located and although I had been brought up a Methodist, we felt very 
comfortable in the Island Bay Presbyterian Church. 
 
Her funeral turned out to be one of the last in what I guess, we will come 
to recognise as they way we used to do things. Although we were aware 
of Covid-19, we sat together, hugged each other and smiled at the coffin 
decorated with balloons. Daphne loved flowers and had told the family, 
she did not want a heavy wreath of them on top of her, they would feel 
too heavy. 
 
I could tell you so much about Daphne as we journeyed through the 
ensuing years. Her positive attitude and the way she could always see 
some good in those around her. The support she gave to a me, a woman in 
her twenties who had lost both her parents, and badly needed a spiritual 
mother. There were many others, men and women of faith with whom we 
were privileged to share our lives. 
 
Why you may well ask, why am I writing this here, as your current Parish 
Council Chairperson? I know, I would never have met them if I had not 
attended a Church. 
 
As the pandemic presses in on us and the all the world with its strident 
opinions, is here with us in our homes for us to witness, I cannot help 
wondering;    

“Where is God in all of this?“ 
 

As we seek to open God’s Church and allow people to feel safe and free 
to worship again, I feel that the buildings are there to reflect the love we 
as Christians receive and hopefully radiate. 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

Interim Minister: Rev. Roger Wiig 902 4388 
Parish Council    
Chair: Mary White  
Parish Council    
Secretary: Jan Rae 298 2562 
Together Editor: Isabel Bennett 
 kapitiuniting@outlook.com  902 5809 
Treasurer:  Mary Mill  
Family-Community  Angelique Monaghan 027 484 6481 
Worker family.kapitiuniting@gmail.com 
Counselling Centre: Kapiti Counselling Centre, Raumati 905 2374 

 
PARISH OFFICE AND CENTRE BOOKINGS 

 
Parish Administrator:  Isabel Bennett  
Phone:  902 5809 
Address:  10 Weka Road, Raumati Beach 
Office Hours:  Monday - Friday 9am - 12 noon 
Office e-mail:  kapitiuniting@outlook.com  
Parish Website:  www.kapitiunitingparish.org.nz 
Waikanae Church:  Corner of Ngapaki and Taiata Streets, Waikanae 
Paekakariki Church:  Ocean Road, Paekakariki 
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Thrifty Place Re-opens 

 
Thrifty Place was one of the first second hand shops to re-open on the 
Kapiti Coast. With some dusting and tidying, we were ready to open on 
Thursday 14 May, the first day of level 2. We thought we would be quiet 
to start with, but our lovely new and old customers returned, saying how 
pleased they were that we were open for business again. We've had to 
adhere to the new rules of hand-sanitising, plus social distancing, but this 
hasn't been difficult so far. Thrifty Place has become a social hub, as well 
as a shop, and we are always happy to see anyone who wants to just call 
in for a chat. We hope to continue to thrive, and a huge thank you to all 
our volunteers, plus donators. 
 
If you have any blankets you no longer need or use, please can Thrifty 
have them, as they are very popular at this time of the year. Please phone 
Kay 2999 003, if you want them to be collected. 
 
Kay McIntosh, Thrifty Place Manager 
 

June special at Thrifty Place 
Baby and children's items $1 per item 

 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 11 am to 4 pm 
Saturdays 10 am to 12.30 pm 
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During the lockdown they have been empty shells, without you they are 
nothing! 
 
I say this because, in the relatively short period of time I have been here, I 
have found another group, who I must say look nothing like my Island 
Bay faith family and yet I see the same love, the loyalty, the caring, the 
reaching out, that is Church to me.  
 
Therefore, let us utilise all our strengths which are considerable, as we 
face the challenges ahead because, this is something I do know, together, 
that is all of us, together, we can work to seek God’s will in this place and 
in this time. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Mary White 
 
 

 
Good News 

 
The Methodist Church has advised the Parish has received approval for 
wage subsidies under the scheme announced by the Government as part 
of the COVID-19 support arrangements.  
 
This financial support is very much appreciated as it will not only help 
cover our staff wages but, indirectly, it will also be beneficial in helping 
to meet other financial commitments of the Parish. 
 

Mary Mill, Treasurer 
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Parish Financial Update 
 
The Parish Executive committee has held several Zoom meetings 
during the Covid-19 lockdown, with considerable time focussed on 
KUP’s finances as we come to the financial year end on 30 June. 
 
There have been some major issues to address. 
 

• With the recent lack of church services, offerings via envelopes 
and cash are projected to be nearly $23,000 less than for the 
previous financial year. 

• With no recent opportunity to hire out our facilities, this income 
is expected to be down by $12,000. 

• The enforced temporary closure of Thrifty Place (and minimal 
Trade Me sales) has further reduced income flow. 

 
Meanwhile, charges for facilities cleaning, lawn mowing and property 
insurance have continued. Property costs overall have been $14,000 
higher this year. 
 
Fortunately, the situation with payment of wages has been greatly assisted 
by the Covid-10 wage subsidy grant recently received (see page 5). 
 
Overall we still anticipate ending the KUP financial year with a surplus. 
This is very important as the parish is required to show substantial 
reserves before we commence the recruitment of a replacement Presbyter 
for Rev Cornelia Grant. As New Zealand moves out of the Covid-19 
lockdown further challenging times lie ahead for us all in many aspects of 
our lives. 
 
The continuation of ‘on-line giving’ by many parishioners is greatly 
appreciated; collectively we will win through with the help of our faith. 
 
Kia Kaha. 
 
Ken Milne, Convenor, Parish Finance Group 
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As we’ve navigated our way through turbulent times there has never been 
a better moment to choose to Be Kind. When we choose to be kind to our 
community, our whānau and ourselves through our everyday actions, we 
all play a part in building a better world. 
 
Although as a global community we’ve been faced with uncertainty  
and confusion, we believe that kindness can overcome these challenges. 
And for us New Zealanders, it’s been good to hear our Prime Minister, 
Jacinda Ardern, encouraging us all, above everything, to Be Kind during 
this time.   
 
At Trade Aid we’ve received some heart-breaking stories from our 
partners – the farmers and artisans who make our products.  With little or 
no government financial support available, poor health systems and 
corruption often prevalent, their future is very bleak. As we ourselves are 
starting to move on from these tough times, do visit the shop in 
Coastlands and take the opportunity to help these vulnerable workers and 
their communities.   
 
Recently I stocked up on pantry items and I can thoroughly recommend 
the spices (the ground ginger’s like no other), the dates, almonds and the 
masala chai tea. 

 
Every single person has the power to change 

the future.  
Every choice we make matters.   

So choose to Be Kind today! 
 

Marg Lees, Trade Aid shopper and trustee 


