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From the Superintendent’s Desk:
I was driving yesterday.  The car radio entertains me on long drives.  I was struck by the coincidence of
two of my favourite songs played back to back.  Six60’s song ‘All she wrote’ which contains these lyrics:
“We wanna be older when we’re younger/we wanna be younger when we’re older/it’s just confusion till
it’s over/that’s all she wrote.”  Followed by U2  “I still haven’t found what I’m looking for.”

I had been thinking about the way people have become angst-dominated as we learn to live with a
changed world and the virus Covid-19 in its continually evolving forms.  Angst is a distinguishing feature
of these times I think.  Angst has the definition of a feeling of anxiety, inner pain and deep dread.  Angst
means our lives become confined by increasing darkness and fear.  We stay away from others, we feed
on our own inner energy.  It’s so difficult to live with deep-seated angst.  One website talks of angst
being a feature of modern teenage years.  Written before Covid.

Church is struggling to find a place in these times even more than before.  People are staying away
from gatherings around the world.  We try electronic gatherings like Youtube and Zoom.  We send
emails,  we make phone calls.   All  of  which can help lessen a sense of isolation.  We wear masks
reluctantly at church.  All for good reasons which help us understand what makes church gatherings
work – we miss the shape of our mouths when we smile, we miss the look in each other’s eye which
expresses compassion and love.  

Church,  as  we  know,  at  its  best  is  not  just  about  the  preaching,  the  prayers,  the  singing  or  the
sacraments.  It’s fundamentally about relationship.  Person to person.  It’s a thinking place.  A quiet
place.  A gathering that allows me to relax into the company of God and others.  Which is why it’s such a
struggle for those who are new to our gatherings.  Sometimes folk don’t want to have deep relationships
at first.  We come for many reasons, not all of them understandable by others.  And many never come
for the same needs and wants.  It pains me to find most churches closed during the week.  I understand
the usual reasons.  But I don’t like them.  A church without risk is not a church I’m comfortable with.

Yes, these times are difficult.   Our people may not come back.  There’s plenty of evidence both in
Aotearoa and overseas for that.  Instead of railing against this trend, there is something else that makes
a difference.  Imagination and creativity alongside our prayerful response to the current situation we live
in.  In many ways we are engaged in the community.  Those are good.  It would also be good if we
began to be involved in finding engaging ways to tell our Christian story.  That is more difficult.

When Synod offered a gift of up to $1,000 for parishes to engage in some creative mission, the hope is
that we won’t go down traditional tracks, but find new and exciting ways to offer a window on our faith.  
I look forward to parishes taking the offer up, trying something out, and telling us, not only what you
want to do, but how it went.  Even those things that maybe didn’t go as well as you hoped.  Everything
has learning possibilities.  As we reach the end of another strange and difficult year, may you go well
into a new year and find the courage, and strength you need to be resourceful and creative in your
community walk to God.

Arohanui,  
Rob



Online Services Resources: 
We have received some requests for links for online services resources. 

10.00 am Brooklands Cooperating Church, New Plymouth, worship on their website: 
https://www.brooklandschurch.co.nz/
10.00 am Knox Church Waitara are live on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/knoxchurchwaitara/

10.00 am – Takapuna Methodist Church – https://takapuna.methodist.org.nz/live-stream

10.00 am – Whanganui Anglicans live stream - https://www.whanganuianglicans.org.nz

Durham Street, Christchurch

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88484962762?pwd=YzFFcmhaSkJ0TDFpNDJFZ2RscDN0Zz09

Alternatively, you can also go to https://zoom.us and join via Meeting ID: 884 8496 2762 with Passcode: 
Kiakaha

St Andrew's on the Terrace, Wellington -  website

https://www.standrews.org.nz/

From the Parishes:

Rev. Dan Yeazel, Presbyter for North Taranaki Methodist Parish
Email:  danyeazel@gmail.com

Greetings from Taranaki!  I wanted to share some new projects begun recently
here  in  New  Plymouth  and  highlight  two  new  ways  we  are  seeking  to
connect with the local community over the radio and internet. 
 

A few  months  ago,  I  received  a  call  from  a  woman  asking  if  our  church
sanctuary could be used for a few Fridays at lunch time to hold music concerts
put on by local musicians.  During the winter months, she thought people who
worked nearby might enjoy a short midday performance.   She offered to pay
some kind of  fee-for-use.   I  countered with they were welcome to use the
space,  free  of  charge,  and  if  they’d  like,  I  would  record  the  concerts  and
arrange to have them broadcast on community access radio so that even more
people may enjoy the musicians’ gifts.  Fast forward to today, and although
concerts are suspended due to lockdown, we now have recorded and aired a
dozen  unique  concerts.   All  the  concerts  are  available  as  podcasts  to  be
listened to anytime.   There is a koha collected by the concert organisers which has collected quite a
sum over the twelve weeks.   We now find ourselves in discussions about  how we might  “give this
forward” and support a local community project.  It is a nice problem to have.    

Now that we are again unable to worship together in church thanks to the resurgence of Covid-19,
we’ve begun a new radio program airing on community radio at our regular service time.  I had to smile
when I heard from one person out in the country needing to drive her ute to the top of the hill to get
better reception!  She texted me  “Next week, I’ll take my friends.”

Below are the specifics of each radio offering. I invite you to give a listen if you like, and also feel free to
share the links with anyone.  I also welcome your questions and comments.  
https://www.accessradiotaranaki.com/shows/lunchtime-concert-at-whiteley/
Saturdays at 1pm on Access Radio Taranaki 104.4FM

https://www.accessradiotaranaki.com/shows/grace-notes/
Sundays at 10am on Access Radio Taranaki 104.4FM  
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Wesley Broadway Access Radio Programmes

John Thornley,  Wesley  Broadway,  hosts  a weekly  radio  programme on Manawatu People’s  Radio.
Those living in the Manawatu can hear the ‘actual’ live shows that are on air Tuesday and Saturday
mornings 11 A.M.  Frequency AM 999.  The same programmes are available online via the ‘On Demand’
service, website:  www.mpr.nz/show/wesley  Recent programmes stay on file for two months after the
initial ‘live’ airing. 

Programmes during 2021 reflect John’s interests in African-American music in annual Vinyl talks in the
city library. This year there were illustrated talks  on Blues, Soul and Black Gospel.  This music has
strong roots in African-American church worship, as well as being foundation for much popular music. 
 
During September the following programmes have aired:  Elvis Presley (7/9),
Mavis Staples (14/9) and Odetta and Sister Rosetta Tharpe (21/9), with dates
of initial airings in brackets.  Bryan Skinner, who lives with cerebral palsy, was
guest on the Presley show.  Bryan is a member of the Wesley Church’s Agape
Fellowship, giving support to those living with mental and physical disability.
Travelling by wheelchair,  his  positive attitude to life,  and warm greetings to
others he meets on the streets, is an example to the rest of us.  He shared on
radio his love of Presley and how much his father enjoyed the artist – though
he wasn’t his mother’s favourite artist! 
 
John knows how lucky he is to have the privilege of being able to share his music passions on radio,
and there are always new artists to come on air.  For example, Sister Rosetta Tharpe, a gospel singer
from the 1940s to 1960s,  has been described as the ‘Godmother of Rock and Roll’, for her unique
guitar playing that influenced Elvis Presley and Chuck Berry. John includes two of her songs in the
September 21 programme:  ‘Two little fishes and five loaves of  bread’ and ‘Ain’t no grave can hold my
body down’, the latter a remarkably contemporary interpretation of the resurrection. 
 
Levin Uniting Church

Delivering quality life skills services both with and to the community is the mission of Skills4Living 
Horowhenua, an organisation previously locally known as SuperGrans.

Their latest venture, in partnership with the Levin Uniting Church, has been to run cooking classes for 
men who may feel a tad domestically challenged. The classes originally started out at the organisation's 
office in Bath St, but as interest grew, the premises proved to be too small. 

Brett Reid, the community connector for Levin Uniting Church, had a conversation with a widowed 
parishioner who was looking to increase his independence, especially in regards to his cooking skills. 
Lindsay Mackay, also a parishioner, spoke to Reid about a potential collaboration between Skills4Living 
and Levin Uniting Church to provide a bigger kitchen space for the cooking lessons, which would enable
more men to take part. As a result of this synergy, in mid-June five local men started a six-week "back to
basics" cooking course, run by two mentors, in the church kitchen. 

Another participant, Barry Cross, whose wife Jan died in April last year, said the lessons were perfect for
someone like him who had never cooked before. "It was a lot of fun and great to get hands-on 
experience...creating meals from scratch...being shown little
tricks not always included in recipe books...even learning how
to slice an onion properly," he said.

Skills4Living coordinator Kim Bradnock said the men worked as
a team to cook meals for the whole group, which they then sat
down to eat together. "The social connection these gentlemen
get through the course is just as important as the cooking skills
they develop", she said.

Reid agreed: "The humility it takes to put yourself out there...to
ask for help is to be admired, especially with isolation and
loneliness being major factors for the older generation. Both



Cross and Mackay said they'd gained confidence through the course and encourage other men to join 
up because "the mentors are very supportive and happy for you to ask as many questions as you need 
to". 

"We are extremely grateful to the church [for coming on board] and we hope to continue our relationship
and look at offering similar courses to other groups within the community [in the future]," Bradnock said. 

From the Editor:
SALT is the newsletter for the whole of the Lower North Island Synod and is a place where all the 
parishes in the synod can share and celebrate their successes, especially any new and exciting 
programmes that are developed under the Mission Seeding Grant outlined in Rob’s article. . You may 
have an idea which you try and find it doesn’t quite work the way you anticipated – share that too as 
others may be able to adapt and use what you have tried in a different way. Don’t forget to include 
photos and any links. I look forward to receiving your reports – send them to richardsue@xtra.co.nz
 
SALT will be published every two months: February/March, April/May, June/July, August/September
October/November and December/January

The next edition will be for December/January and it would be great to share any plans you have for 
Christmas and New Year please.
 Email any information/articles etc to: richardsue@xtra.co.nz by 20 November 2021

Richard Pittams
Editor
St Luke’s Cooperating Parish
Bell Block
New Plymouth

mailto:richardsue@xtra.co.nz
mailto:richardsue@xtra.co.nz

