
24  

 

June Services 

Date  

Waikanae Raumati Paekakariki  

9.15am 
United@9 

9 am 
10 am 10.30am 

2nd 

Asia Sunday 

Rev. John 
Roberts 

Rev. Cornelia 
Grant HC 

Rev. Stuart 
Grant 

Rev. Cornelia 
Grant HC 

9th 

Pentecost 
Parish Anniversary Service, Raumati 10 am 

16th 

Trinity and 
Disability 
Sunday 

Rev. Cornelia 
Grant HC 

Maureen 
Calhaem 

Rev. Roger 
Wiig HC 

Maureen 
Calhaem 

Friday 21st Messy Church 5-7 pm, Raumati 

23rd 

World 
Refugee 
Sunday  

Diana Roberts Barrie Woods 
Rev. Cornelia 

Grant 
Own Service 

30th 
Rev. Cornelia 

Grant 

Combined 
with Raumati 

at 10 am 

Rosalie Sugrue 
Rev. Stuart 

Grant 

 

This Together magazine was delivered to you by………………………… 
 
Phone ……………………. 
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Four of the five Sundays in June have 
special themes to consider. The first Sunday 
(2 June) is Asia Sunday, with the theme 
“Stateless and Trafficked People: our Co-
Pilgrims.” 
 
The second Sunday (9 June) is Pentecost 
Sunday and also our Parish Anniversary, 
when we celebrate the coming together of the Methodist 
and Presbyterian churches as one parish. It is preceded by a 
parish dinner the evening before. 
 
On the Sunday morning we will have a festive service when 
we will also officially welcome people who have joined our 
parish during the year. 
 
The third Sunday (16 June) is Trinity Sunday and also 
Disability Sunday, and on the fourth Sunday (23 June) we 
think especially about the many people who end up as 
refugees. Nobody wants to be a refugee, but often it is a 
matter of life or death. 
 
Some of you may ask why we consider these various 
special themes. The answer is that if we as Christians want 
our faith to be relevant to the world around us, we should 
be thinking about issues that impact seriously on people’s 
lives and see how our faith can be applied. 
 
Many Christians around the world live in very precarious 
situations and have to apply their Christian witness on an 
everyday basis. It is good to stand in solidarity with them 
from this peaceful land of Aotearoa – New Zealand. 
 
Blessings and Shalom, Cornelia 
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About people 
 

Happy Birthday to all those who have had 
birthdays in May and who will have them in June 
this year. 
 
We are very happy to welcome seven new 
members to the Raumati congregation this year. 
We will have an official welcome to them at the 
Parish Anniversary service on 9 June.  
 
Our sympathy goes to any parishioners who are unwell or in hospital or 
moving to other levels of care.  Our thoughts are with you all. 
 
Our sympathy goes to the Very Rev. Marg Schrader whose son Jon died 
recently. Sympathy also to Diana Roberts, Marcia Collins and Marie 
Smith who have all recently lost a sister. 
 
A big loss to our parish was felt with the recent passing of Rev. Fraser 
Patterson, whose obituary is on page 15. 
  
Please do advise the pastoral care group if you know of someone who is 

needing a little help for whatever reason.  We would 
rather be told twice than not be told! 
  
The Pastoral care team are Jennie Dickens, Lyn Martin, 
Erice Carley, Shirley Barnett, Kay McIntosh, Adrienne 
Burleigh, Diane Ammundsen, Diana Roberts and 
Rev. Cornelia Grant.  
 
Diane Ammundsen 

23  

 

June: for your diary 
 

Tue 4th 10 am   Messy Church meeting, Raumati 

  2 pm   Afternoon Women's Fellowship, Raumati 
Wed 5th 1.30 pm   Raumati Domestic Property Group, Raumati 

Sat 8th 5.30 pm   Parish Dinner, Kapiti Village 

Sun 9th 10 am   Parish Combined Anniversary Service , 

 Raumati 

  5 pm   Ephesus in Kapiti, Raumati  

Mon 10th 1.30 pm   Board Games, Raumati 

Tue 11th 10 am   Pastoral Care Group, Raumati 

  1 pm   Meditation Group, Church, Raumati 

  7.30 pm    Parish Council, Raumati 

Thur 13th 10 am   Raumati Morning Women's Fellowship 

 AGM, Raumati 

Tue 18th 10 am   Waikanae Women's Fellowship, Waikanae 

Wed 19th 7.30 pm   Parish Men's Group, Raumati 

Fri 21st 5 pm   Messy Church, Raumati 

      Deadline for July Together  

Mon 24th 1.30 pm   Board Games, Raumati 

Fri 28th 10 am   Folding and distribution of July Together 

 

~ 

 

Thank you to all our contributors this month and  
John Lawton for his photos and  

proof-reading expertise. 
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June: regular events 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mondays 9.30 am    Raumati Music Café Playgroup,  

      (term-time) 

Tuesdays 10 am    Women's Craft Group Lower Lounge, 

  Raumati 

  1 - 4pm    Thrifty Place 

Wednesdays 1 - 4 pm     Thrifty Place 

  4 pm    F.I.T. Exercises, Raumati 

Thursdays 9.30 am    Raumati Café Playgroup (term-time)  

  2.30 pm    Fruit and Vege Co-op pick up 

Fridays  9.30 am     Waikanae Café Playgroup (term-time) 

Saturdays 10 am - 12.30 pm  Thrifty Place 
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Parish Chairman’s Page 
 

Kia ora tatou... Greetings to you all. 
 
The Parish Review draft document has been returned to 
the UCANZ Review Team. Parish Council were able to 
comment and help with the detail included. The final 
review is expected within the month and will be 
distributed to each congregation for your viewing. 

 
UCANZ and the contributing churches groups have been advised of our 
acceptance of the Presbyterian Church to be the appointing partner for a 
new ministry. 
 
On 14 May Parish Council held its first open meeting. 19 of our parish 
attended, with three apologies. It was a good first meeting with willing 
participation from all attending. 
 
Discussions included: 
 

• The Raumati Property group’s dissatisfaction with the organisational 
change that took place three years past. Difficulties with decision 
making and communication. 

 

• Health and safety issues as they apply across the Parish. 
 

• Church membership rolls and how these are compiled and how they 
represent us to the likes of UCANZ and the contributing churches 
who levy the Parish for annual contributions. 

 

• Combined services with particular emphasis on United@9 and the 
Raumati congregations. 

 

• Nurturing each other. Consideration of how we as a Parish take care 
of each other and by so doing care for newcomers to the respective 
congregations. There were many good ideas of how these thoughts 
might be put into practice. 

 

• A group of Waikanae people who had developed a vision for their 
church shared their ideas and vision for an inclusive outreaching to 
the community. This thinking can be a model for the whole Parish to 
take up. 
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• The future of Paekakariki Church was brought out into the open for 
discussion, with the intent to keep any debate open and transparent 
and with all people being engaged. 

 

• Last point of note was the call from the Treasurer for groups in the 
Parish to get their budgets in quickly. 

 
All the ideas, suggestions and thoughts have been recorded and will be 
actioned by the Parish Council. Notes of the meeting will be circulated to 
each congregation. 
 

Ma te Atua koe e whakau, kei te pono me te hari… 
God fill you with Truth and Joy.   

 
Syd Mepham 

~ 
 

Making a hard day’s work look easy! 
Derek Townsend, David Copping and Jim McIntosh  

See page 7 
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Kapiti Counselling Service 
 

The Parish’s own professional counselling service is available for  

confidential counselling or discussions for any member of the Parish  

or their family. 

 

The counsellors are Marie Livesey, Penny Currier, Angela Claridge  

and Syd Mepham. 

 

Phone 905 2374.  Please leave a message and contact will be made. 

 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

Minister: Rev. Cornelia Grant  902 1620 
Parish Council Chair: Syd Mepham 293 6557 
Parish Council  Jan Rae 298 2562 
Secretary:  
Together Editor: Kate Foley 
 foley.family@outlook.com  905 6946 
Treasurer:  Dina Zaripova 
 zaripova.din@gmail.com 027 528 4107 
Family-Community  Angelique Monaghan 027 484 6481 
Worker family.kapitiuniting@gmail.com 
Counselling Centre: Kapiti Counselling Centre, Raumati 905 2374 

 
PARISH OFFICE AND CENTRE BOOKINGS 

 

Parish Administrator:  Isabel Bennett  
Phone:  902 5809 
Address:  10 Weka Road, Raumati Beach 
Office Hours:  Monday - Friday 9am - 12 noon 
Office e-mail:  kapitiuniting@outlook.com  
Parish Website:  www.kapitiunitingparish.org.nz 
Waikanae Church:  Corner of Ngapaki and Taiata Streets, Waikanae 
Paekakariki Church:  Ocean Road, Paekakariki 
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Raumati Morning Women's Fellowship 
 

Thursday 13 June, 10 am 
 

This meeting is our AGM and will be followed by a social time  
and morning tea. 

All welcome.  

 

Parish Dinner 
 

Saturday 8 June 

5.30 pm for 6 pm 
 

Final tickets are now on sale from the Parish office, Thrifty Place  

or at church in Raumati. 

Last day for ticket sales is 1 June.  

 

Special food requirements can be made on request with  

ticket purchase. 

 

BYO 

 

Kapiti Village, Paraparaumu 

 

Contact Carole Rudings 298 8165 
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What’s Up in Waikanae? 
 

Something different this month. Instead of looking inward at our 
congregation we’ll be looking at our community of Waikanae. There is 
change and growth here. New housing subdivisions are altering the face 
and the character of several parts of our town. There is pressure for a third 
school as younger families move in to take advantage of cheaper housing 
and good commuter transport. Many workers on the roading projects are 
renting accommodation, and a laundromat has opened to help meet their 
needs. At the same time, Summerset are planning to build a new 
retirement facility alongside Waikanae Park. 
 
Our town centre has been in upheaval for months, while the central Plaza 
is ripped up as part of refurbishment, and our library has been closed 
since early December, due to toxic mould. The Mahara Gallery is poised 
to rebuild to provide a suitable home for the Field Collection of works of 
the famous NZ artist Frances Hodgkins. State Highway 1 has been 
demoted to a local road and parked commuter cars line the main road. A 
branch of the Medical Centre has opened at the beach, and a new health 
centre has opened in town.  
 
Bush-clad hills, river and beach draw increasing numbers of visitors, and 
we often see heavily laden Te Araroa walkers on the Reikorangi road. 
 
So that’s a brief look at what’s happening here. Our congregation needs to 
observe and reflect on these changes. What’s going on in your 
communities? 
 
Diana Roberts 
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Welcome Isabel 
 

We are delighted to welcome 
and introduce  you to our new 
Parish Administrator, 
Isabel Bennett.   
 
Isabel comes to us from Vitae 
in Wellington and is enjoying 
working locally. 
 
Isabel is married to Dave and 
has a blended family of six sons 
and 13 grandchildren. 
 
They have lived on the Kapiti 
Coast for 30 years and are 
originally from Island Bay.   
 
Isabel and Dave worship at the 
Waikanae Baptist Church and 
they love biking on their 
tandem bike most weekends. 

Isabel also belongs to a women’s 
acapella group in Waikanae called 10dd, which originated from a group 
in Wellington who started out doing 10cc songs. 
 
Holidays for Isabel and Dave are spent riding biking trails, most recently 
the Queenstown and Roxborough trail and Nelson’s Great Taste trail. 
Also on the completed list is a memorable trip to Vietnam cycling the 
Mekong Delta for four days. 
 
Isabel is in the office Monday to Friday 9 am to noon. You will also 
likely get to meet her dog Fritz who is enjoying his new role as Office 
Dog! 
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Prayer Requests 
 

May be made to: 
 

Mary Francis 904 0457 or billandmary262@gmail.com 
Merrill Baker 902 4134 or amkram.nz@gmail.com 

Mary White 298 7727 or marywhite@xtra.co.nz  
 

Your name will not be used without your permission.  
A small carefully-selected group of your Church family will be praying. 
They will not discuss these requests with anyone else, unless you require 
them to. We do not necessarily need details as ‘God’ will know the facts. 

 
Please be aware that these are the contact names for requests.  

A larger group not named here are praying. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Just begin one, one, one. Begin by praying for someone. Begin at home 
by saying something good to your child, to your husband or to your wife. 

Begin by helping someone in need in your community, at church, 
at work or at school.  

Begin by making whatever you do something beautiful for God.  
Mother Teresa 

 

mailto:billandmary262@gmail.com
mailto:marywhite@xtra.co.nz
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From the Office to the Garden 
 

Three weeks have passed since my last day in the 
Parish office and my Garden Diary reads, 14 May - 
90 x broad bean prolific and 30 x broad bean 
crimson-flowered sown. 18 May - 9 x garlic 
printanor sown (approximately 100 cloves and yes I 
know I am early!), 10 x golden harvest daffodil 
sown, 30 x Dutch iris sown, and 40 x freesia bulbs 
sown. Also sown on this day, Flanders Poppy, 
miners’ lettuce, carrots, silverbeet, coriander and 
more broad beans. Standing in its packaging against our house is my new 
six metre polytunnel greenhouse waiting to be put together by Michael on 
Queen’s Birthday weekend. The instructions state it may take a weekend 
to put up!  
 
I've enjoyed my first Thrifty Place shift, caught up with a number of long-
lost friends, cleaned the house from top to bottom, gave the Raumati 
Church windows some attention, baked most days and reissued a library 
book that I had already reissued twice. I'm now up to page 4! 
 
So for those of you who were concerned about what I may do with myself 
or asked if I would make time for myself, I'm happily achieving both. My 
husband Mike and the children are also enjoying our slower pace of life. 
 
Thank you all very much for all your help and support over the last three 
and a half years. It has all been very much appreciated. Making the 
decision to leave the office, a job I dearly loved, was one of the hardest 
decisions I have ever had to make. I know now that it was the right one 
for my family and I'm very grateful for the friendships I have made, 
confidence I have gained and the work experience. Thank you to my 
mentor Ken Milne (supported by Janet Milne), for all your support and 
behind the scenes administration. I couldn't have done my job as well 
without the support and help from Mr T, DT and Mr Townsend: thank 
you Derek.  
 
Working alongside Cornelia was a privilege and a blessing. If I was asked  
to describe Cornelia in one word, it would be, love. Cornelia is selfless, 
and will put anyone before herself. She works tirelessly for the Parish and 
her family and if required she would give her left and right arm to help 
anyone in need. Thank you Cornelia for your love and support and for 
showing me how to live like Jesus. You are a shining example.  
Kate Foley 
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NZSM classical trio wows Raumati fans 
 
NZ’s international Te Kōkī Trio - pianist Jian Liu, violinist Martin 
Riseley and cellist Inbal Megiddo - wore the broadest of grins as they 
headed down the Raumati church aisle after their 5 May recital 
performance. 
 
 “We had a great time!” said Jian afterwards. And so did the 180-strong 
audience. So loud and continuous was the final applause that the trio 
didn’t hesitate in coming back for a brilliant encore. 
 
The trio of senior NZSM lecturers, who over the past decade have 
performed individually or together across four continents, brought to 
Raumati the music of Liszt, Paganini, de Sarasate and other composers. 
Then they performed Ravel’s colourful Piano Trio in A minor, one of the 
most significant works for piano trio. 
 
After the performance Jian, who heads classical performance at the NZ 
School of Music, said he was “very happy” to continue his team’s 

longstanding 
relationship with 
KUP’s recital 
series, featuring 
senior students and 
a likely return of 
Te Kōkī Trio in 
2021. 
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Maybe our churches, our families, our communities, nations and world 
would be better places if we enthusiastically embraced those words, 
‘Don’t tell me, show me’. 
 
John and Diana Roberts 
 

 
 

 
Letters to the Editor 

 
In the July issue of Together, we will welcome  

Letters to the Editor and Snippets. 
 

Would you like to thank a parish member?  
Do you have a special announcement, a funny photo, 

or something on your mind? 
 

Parish members are encouraged to send in contributions  
as Together is your Parish magazine. 

 
Please note: letters may be edited and  

the Editor’s decision to publish is final. 
 

We also welcome articles from Parish groups that may be of interest to 
readers; keep us all up to date with your group and happenings. 

 
 

Kate Foley  

 



16  

 

Remembering Uncle Rua: 
Methodist Maori Leader, Tumuaki and friend 

 
Someone who was very significant in the 
years of ministry of John and Diana Roberts 
in Te Hahi Weteriana o Aotearoa (the 
Methodist Church) died last month aged 90. 
The Rev Rua Rakena - ‘Uncle Rua’- 
ordained John on the Turangawaewae 
Marae in Ngaruawahia in 1975. A leading 
ecumenist, especially amongst the Maori 
sections of the churches, he later invited 
John to join the Ecumenical Committee of 
the Methodist Church, a pathway to 
significant ecumenical involvement for him. 
 
Then in 1987 he invited John to join the Te 
Taha Maori enabling ministry team, based 
in Poneke, Wellington. Uncle Rua and his 
wife Auntie Joy became significant figures 

in the life of our family. We share with you part of the tribute we sent to 
his memorial service: 
 
“There was Uncle Rua, the Tumuaki, in the kitchen, working his way 
through the dirty dishes, modelling servant leadership. There was Uncle 
Rua, a brilliantly innovative scholar, theologian and thinker, patiently and 
attentively listening to an upset teenager. Uncle Rua, sitting silently while 
a church business meeting raged around him; not asleep as those not in 
the know might have thought, but reflecting on where the Spirit might be 
in the flood of words. There was Uncle Rua, discerning and developing a 
path for the bi-cultural journey of the Church. Uncle Rua, in his beautiful 
kakahu (cloak) speaking at the wedding ceremony of our daughter Helen. 
There was Uncle Rua, walking out in his red socks from the hakari at 
Auntie Joy’s tangi, into the wide world. Uncle Rua singing in full, 
glorious voice. There he was in a corner, playing his harmonica with a 
secret smile.” 
 
There’s not a single word of his own in these memories of Uncle Rua. 
They are the lived embodiment of the theme he chose for his 1975 year as 
President of Te Hahi Weteriana O Aotearoa: ‘Don’t tell me; show me.’ 
John and Diana say, “Uncle Rua, you have shown us.” 
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In the now well-established tradition of this five-year series of recitals 
Jian, Martin and Inbal enjoyed chatting with recital-goers over a leisurely 
afternoon tea. For many, this was a huge extra highlight of the afternoon.  
 
“Without exception, audience comments were absolutely positive”, said 
Ralph Martin, who led the organising team. “We’re now working hard on 
the September recital. It will be quite different, but no less exciting!” 
 
John Lawton 
 
 

Many hands make light work 

Quick tea break, and the 
photographer said “try to look 
exhausted!” Stuart Grant wins 
hands down. 
 
Thrifty Place was donated a 
houseload of furniture and 
homewares from a home in 
Coastal Villas. Many hands 
made light work, which will 
result in hundreds of dollars to 
church funds.  
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Messy Church 
 

We joined in with Pink Shirt Day for 
Messy Church in May and explored the 
theme of anti-bullying. 
 
Pink Shirt Day is a national bullying 
prevention campaign run by the Mental 
Health Foundation of New Zealand and 
has been running since 2012. Pink Shirt 
Day began in Canada in 2007 when two 
students took a stand against 
homophobic bullying after a new 
student was bullied for wearing pink. 
 
New Zealand has the second-highest 
rate of school bullying out of 51 
countries. Rangatahi who identify as 
LGBTQIA+ or rainbow experience 

higher rates of bullying, discrimination and social exclusion, as well as 
higher rates of mental distress. 
 
We explored the theme by focusing on the positive about people, we 
made booklets with positive statements, banners with words of kindness, 
we baked cupcakes and decorated them with pink and we heard the story 
of The Good Samaritan. 

Board games, 
cupcake 
making and 
collage at 
Messy Church. 
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 Fraser Paterson remembered by Roger Wiig 
 
The Rev John Fraser Paterson was born 
August 1945 in Scotland. He graduated 
B.A., B.D. in South Africa, and married 
his first wife Janet in 1974. They had three 
children Robyn, Keith and Sarah. He was 
ordained in 1975 and served the church in 
both South Africa and Zimbabwe.  
 
In 1988 he won a scholarship to Knox 
Theological college and graduated M.Th. 
He was inducted as the minister of the 
Maori Hill Presbyterian church, Dunedin, 
the following year. In September 2000 he 
was inducted as Parish Mission Assistant, 
Caversham, by the Dunedin Presbytery. 
He was then called to Khandallah 
Presbyterian Church, Wellington, in 
October 2002 a position from which he 
retired in 2009.  
 
Moving to the Kapiti Coast he became our Interim Minister (a Methodist 
appointment) at Kapiti Uniting Parish, until 30 January 2011. In those 
years he married Cathy Drummond. Together they then served for three 
years at St Andrew’s, Gisborne.  
 
A complex character, Fraser was a long-standing member of the 
Wellington North Rotary Club and the International Fellowship of 
Cricket Loving Rotarians. He had a great sense of humour. In his last 
years he suffered from motor neurone disease and spent some time at 
Eldon Lodge. In spite of his decreasing physical ability, he never lost that 
sense of fun. When I asked him, was it true that he wanted me to conduct 
his funeral, he said: ‘Not until I’m dead!’  
 
He died on 28 March this year, in his 74th year, and I had the privilege of 
conducting his funeral before a very large congregation of his friends and 
former parishioners at Khandallah Presbyterian Church. Rest in peace 
dear friend. 
 
Rev. Roger Wiig 



14  

 

Community and Family Worker Update 
 

On Saturday 18 May, I attended a Safety Warrant of Fitness training 
course run by PCANZ in Tawa. This course is mandatory for all children 
and youth leaders and for anyone who works with children in the church 
now.  
 
It was day long course where we covered the code of ethics, health and 
safety, safety policies and the child protection policy. There were people 
from many churches across the whole Wellington region and was full of 
valuable information. 
 
PCANZ will be turning the training into a video format in August this 
year and when this is available, we will be running it at the church for all 
members of the church who work with 
children. 
 
I also brought back from packs from PCANZ 
that are for grandparents, they are about 
bringing bible stories to your grandchildren and 
include a list of bible stories to read with them, 
and stickers. They are available from the office.  
 
On Monday 20 May, Parenting Through the Storm, ran a workshop on 

Stigma and Discrimination with Virginia Tangatatai from Emerge 
Aotearoa. It was well attended and offered useful information and advice 
about stigma and discrimination.. 

Angelique Monaghan 

11  

 



12  

 

 

Rosalie's father, Winston Reynolds, doing the run from Hokitika’s the 
town clock to St. Andrew's Uniting Church, accompanied by Tralee 
Sugrue.  

Winston Reynolds hands the baton to Mayor Jack Richards on St Andrew's steps. 
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In May Rosalie Sugrue travelled to Auckland to reflect on 200 years of 
Methodism in Aotearoa. Rosalie remembers when her family celebrated 150 
years, with Methodist runners carrying a baton from Stewart Island to 
Whangarei. Rosalie and her family took responsibility for the passing through 
Hokitika. Next month, in the July Together, Rosalie will give a report on her 
trip to Auckland  

Five-year-old Tralee Sugrue 
passes the baton to Hokitika's 
oldest Methodist runner.  

Mayor Jack Richards says a few mayoral words before the baton continues on its way 
to Greymouth.  Rosalie's mum, Elva Reynolds, stands centre steps.  

Hokitika church folk met the Christchurch run-
ners on the old Christchurch road.  


