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A note from your minister 

Let’s move from ‘I’ to ‘We’ 
I was out visiting and was warmly welcomed into a 

home. My hosts told me that after many years of trying 
to ‘break in’ to the Raumati congregation and 
contribute their gifts, they had given up and joined 
another church. There they had been welcomed, and 
every Sunday since, the people of that church 
welcomed them with warmth and kindness. People 
expressed pleasure in seeing them.  

For me to lose them was disappointing, but maybe 
we can take a lesson from our loss.  

You may remember that recently I told you about 
going back to the Parish at Khandallah for a memorial 
service for a very dear friend. It was a privilege to be 
there, to remember and to give thanks for a life we 
knew, a person we loved.  

But it was the experience of being with that church 
that left an impression, that Carole and I talked about 
all the way home. There, we experienced warmth and 
love. It was warmth and love that was alive in that 
congregation. People were glad to see one another. 
Hugs and handshakes and delight. Laughter and joy 
and smiles all around. It felt like family - a faith 
family. It was good. 

I asked then in that sermon: ‘Is that the way it is 
here for you?’ and I affirmed: ‘It could be. It can be!’ 

It is the quality of life in the community that is not 
only important for our congregations, or indeed for the 
whole church, it is important for the world.  We have 
to shift the world back from its focus on ‘I’ (the 
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individual) to the ‘we’ of the community. For that reason, I think 
our Prime Minister has shown excellent leadership by calling all of 
us, in our fight against Covid, the ‘Team of 5 Million’. 

It is my hope that we will all begin to see ourselves as part of 
the team that is Kapiti Uniting Church and that when we see one 
another we will greet one another with a delight and warmth that 
builds on-going and deep friendships.  

We all have our part to play in ensuring the church becomes the 
place where all are welcome and all are accepted as having a 
contribution to make. That may well encourage people to stay and 
visitors to become members. 

Arohanui, Roger 
 

About people 
 

We wish a very “Happy Birthday” to 
all those people who celebrated their 
birthdays in August and those who 
will celebrate theirs in September.   
 

Kath Turkington had a very special 
birthday on 16 August…..her 100th!  
Quite a few of us gathered at Coastal 
Villas after church to sing “Happy 
Birthday” to Kath. We took her a big 
chocolate cake and some lovely irises 
too.  To our surprise we were able to go into the downstairs foyer of 
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September Services 
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E-Prayer Requests 
 

A group of 15 people from your Parish family receive requests for prayer 
each week.  
 
If you would like prayer for a family member, a friend or yourself, please 
contact one of the following people who will direct it to the larger group; 
 
 Mary Francis 904 0457 or billandmary262@gmail.com 
 Merrill Baker 902 4134 or amkram.nz@gmail.com 
 Mary White 298 7727 or marywhite@xtra.co.nz 
 
Requests will remain confidential and your name will not be used without 
your permission.  
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the apartments so we watched Kath cut her cake and make a lovely 
speech. We sang "For She’s a Jolly Good Fellow” before we left.  
We also wish “Happy Anniversary” to all those folk celebrating 
special anniversaries this month.   
  

To those in our parish who are unwell or in hospital or recovering 
from time spent in hospital, your church friends are thinking of you 
and we hope your recoveries will be speedy.    God Bless you all. 
 

The Pastoral Care Team – Jennie, Lyn, Merrill, Shirley, Erice, Kay, 
Adrienne and Diane 
 

Memories of a long, blessed life  
 

Kath Turkington was barely three when her dad, a 
ship’s carpenter on Nelson’s historic Victory at 
Portsmouth, and her seamstress mum applied to go 
to New Zealand as assisted immigrants. 
 

“I have vague memories of people bidding us 
farewell and God’s blessings”, says Kath,”as my 
parents, brother Ron and I sailed away on the 
‘Rotorua’ steamship in December 1923, with little 
idea of the trials ahead of us in the seemingly 
endless eight-week journey to the other end of the world. 
 

“Eventually arriving in Wellington, I remember that we found  
a one-bedroom place in Willis Street and all slept in the one bed, 
exhausted! Later, when the depression hit, Dad lost his job and I 
remember him walking the streets looking for work, putting 
cardboard soles in his worn-out shoes, while Mum eked out the 
income with her sewing work”. 
 

Sundays were sacred days: “Christian Endeavour at 10am, church 
at 11am, and Sunday school in the afternoon, with Dad teaching”. 
 

“Mum and Dad had met as Sunday school teachers and maintained 
their allegiance, with Dad being secretary of the Brooklyn Baptist 
Church for 25 years. I well remember that his favourite saying was 
‘our greatest faults we see in others”. 

mailto:billandmary262@gmail.com
mailto:amkram.nz@gmail.com
mailto:marywhite@xtra.co.nz
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Kath’s late husband Mervyn was a Methodist lay preacher and 
circuit steward, and she regards her own involvement with the 
Methodist Women’s Fellowship, from Wellington president to 
national missions secretary, as “a highlight of my life”. 
 
With help from Kapiti author Angela Robertson, Kath has written a 
50-page book about her life and experiences. “I started this ‘saga’ 
back in 2008, scribbling down my thoughts as they came to mind”, 
she says. 
 
“And as I look back today I realise how blessed I’ve been, with 
special parentage, a wonderful husband, a loving and caring family, 
latterly a special companion, and many, many loving friends.  
 
“A long life, full of the knowledge of a loving Heavenly Father”. 
 

Parish dinner marks Matariki 
 

The Parish dinner to celebrate Matariki (and end of lockdown) was 
a great success and enjoyed by all.  
 

The hard work put in by those who prepared food and drink was 
well worth the effort and showed what we can do together.  
 

Thank you all for your commitment to our Parish. Our efforts raised 
over $800. A great job by all concerned  
Carole Rudings 
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Kapiti Counselling Service 
 

The Parish’s own professional counselling service is available for  

confidential counselling or discussions  

for any member of the Parish or their family. 

 

The counsellors are: 

Marie Livesey, Penny Currier and Angela Claridge. 

 

Phone 905 2374.   

Please leave a message and contact will be made. 

 
Kapiti Community Foodbank 

 
Donations to the foodbank can 

be left at supermarket collection 
boxes, or foodbank between 10 

am and midday each day. 
 

Collections continue at Raumati 
on Sundays   

 
Monetary donations can be tak-
en to the foodbank or given by 

online banking to 12-3157-
0048639-00. 

 
If you require a receipt please 

phone 298 1907 and give 
your name and address.   

 
 

www.thekapitifoodbank.co.nz  
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

Interim Minister: Rev. Roger Wiig 902 4388 
Parish Council Chair: Mary White  
Parish Council Secretary: Jan Rae 298 2562 
Treasurer:  Mary Mill  
Together Editor: Isabel Bennett 
 kapitiuniting@outlook.com  902 5809 
Family-Community  Angelique Monaghan 027 484 6481 
Worker family.kapitiuniting@gmail.com 
Counselling Centre: Kapiti Counselling Centre,  
 Raumati 905 2374 

 
PARISH OFFICE AND CENTRE BOOKINGS 

 
Parish Administrator:  Isabel Bennett  
Phone:  902 5809 
Address: 10 Weka Road, Raumati Beach 
Office Hours: Mondays - Friday 9am - 12 noon 
Office e-mail: kapitiuniting@outlook.com  
Parish Website: www.kapitiunitingparish.org.nz 
Waikanae Church Corner of Ngapaki and Taiata Streets, Waikanae 
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Spring Flower Sunday 
 

Each year we prepare posies of spring flowers for some of our 
parishioners after the 10am service on 6 September church ladies 
will deliver more than 40 posies. 
  
Please, if you are able to provide flowers and foliage for the posies, 
we would be grateful to receive them at 1pm on Saturday 5 
September in the church meeting room.    
  
You are also welcome to help deliver the posies on Sunday after 
church.  They will all be named and have the addresses on them. 
  
Thank you in anticipation,  Jenny Latimer, Florence Hodder and 
helpers 

 
Lay Preachers’ long service certificates presented 

 

On Lay Preachers’ Sunday at Raumati, Rev Roger named the four 
accredited lay preachers of this parish who have qualified for long 
service certificates. Until recently these were issued after 25 years of 
active service, now this requirement has been reduced to 10 years. 
Presentations were made to Maureen Calhaem for 15 years, David 
Davis 20 years, Rosalie Sugrue 25 years; Diana Roberts is to be 
given a certificate for 10 years of service. Diana and David have 
now retired from active service. 
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Peace Gathering 
 

On Sunday 20th September the Kapiti Uniting Parish will again be 
hosting an Interfaith Peace Gathering for the wider Kapiti  
community.  This is to celebrate the United Nations International 
Day of Peace which is recognised each year on 21 September by 
countries around the world. 
 
It was stated at the UN that Peace Day should be devoted to com-
memorating and strengthening the ideals of peace both within and 
among all nations and peoples.   
 
This is what we aim to do at our Gathering on 20th September.    
 
As usual people from different denominations and faith groups will 
be making contributions to the service, which is always varied and 
has a lovely atmosphere.     
 
And we hope many people from KUP will want to support this 
event and enjoy the service which we host each year.   There will, 
as usual, be a shared finger-food meal afterwards. 
 
The Peace Gathering is at the Raumati Church at 5pm on Sun-
day 20 September.   
If you are able to stay for the meal please bring a plate of finger-
food to share.  
Erice Carley 
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September: regular events 
 

Mondays 9.30 am Raumati Music Café Playgroup,  

  (term-time)  

Tuesdays 10 am Women's Craft Group, Lower Lounge,  

  Raumati (term-time) 

 11 am - 4pm Thrifty Place 

Wednesdays 4 pm F.I.T. Exercises, Raumati 

Thursdays 9.30 am Raumati Café Playgroup (term-time)  

 11 am - 4 pm Thrifty Place  

 2.30 pm Fruit and Vege Co-op pick up  

Fridays 9.30 am  Waikanae Café Playgroup (term-time) 

Saturdays 10 am - 12.30 pm  Thrifty Place 

 

 

 

 

 
September: for your diary  

 

Tue 1st 2pm Afternoon Women’s Fellowship, Raumati 

Wed 2nd 1pm Raumati Committee, Raumati 

Tue 8th 10am Pastoral Care Group, Raumati 

 7.30 pm Parish Council, Raumati 

Thur 10th 10 am Raumati Morning Women’s Fellowship 

Mon 14th 1.30pm Board Games, Raumati 

Tue  15th 9.30am Waikanae Women's Fellowship 

Fri 18th  Deadline for October Together 

Sun 20th 5pm Peace Gathering, Raumati  

Fri 25th 10 am Folding and distribution of October Together 

Mon 28th 1.30pm Board Games, Raumati 
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Waikanae News 
Two months' worth! 

 

The Waikanae AGM re-elected the same church admin team for 
another year: Marie Smith, Ian Marsden, Murray Collingwood, 
Renata Joyner and Evan Ireland. Anyone may join in the monthly 
meetings, typically every 2nd Sunday of the month, after church. Ian 
has since been elected Congregational Representative on Parish 
Council. Evan and Renata will also serve in different capacities on 
PC committees. PC meets for its retreat at Waikanae on Saturday 29 
August, and is warmly welcomed. 
 

At worship Sunday 16 August only 14 attended and most of us 
under Covid level 2 guidelines should probably not have attended 
due to age or underlying medical conditions. The congregation 
decided to cease worship services until a return to level 1.  
 

Hall user groups are continuing at their own discretion. It is 
gratifying to see the lounge used every day of most weeks by these 
various community groups. This helps both with finances and in 
raising our profile, as a first step toward outreach. 
 

The formal complaints procedure for our church has been posted on 
the noticeboard. Please also note the asbestos-hazard generic notice 
on the board; tradesmen working on the premises must be shown it, 
for H&S compliance. Fortunately, no significant asbestos material 
exists at Waikanae. 
 

A projector screen has been purchased using a donation from the 
Thorpe family; our thanks go to them. The screen is up and has been 
used to add a new dimension to our worship services. 
 

The Pre-schoolers' Play Group has reconvened; we hope to have 
their heat pump (donated by Ministry of Health) up and running 
soon. Anyone who is able to help with setting up for playgroup and/
or running it, please contact Marie Smith 905 7229 
 

The home study and fellowship group will restart 7pm on Tuesday  
1 September, If we are back to Covid level 1. Anyone interested 
please phone Sharon 0275 009 333. 

Ian Marsden 
 



8  

 

Annual Parish Fair  
Saturday 7 November, 9.30am – 1pm 

RAUMATI CHURCH AND GROUNDS 
 

The fair is just two months away and the organising committee have 
got most of the arrangements in place. 
 
We still require someone to be in charge of the cafeteria. If you are 
able to help in this capacity, please phone Stuart (902 1620). 
 
Here’s a reminder of what we need for the various stalls: 
 
Cakes; jams & pickles; books (novels) plus toys and puzzles; plants 
(start planting seedlings now in time for the fair); bric a brac; garage 
sale items (clean out your garage!); sewing and craft. 
 
Please keep your contributions at home until the last days before the 
fair, as there is very little storage space at the church.  
 
The art auction, so successful last year, will be continued. 
 
Thrifty Place will be open as usual, there will be something for the 
children, and the barbecue stall will be operating. 
 
A final note: everything is subject to what’s happening with Covid, 
so we hope that we’ll be at Level 1. 
 
 

Te Hāhi to come to Kapiti? 
 

Kia Ora koutou church whanau 
 
Last month the Rev. Roger and I were blessed to attend, alongside 
representatives from at least six other Kāpiti Coast churches, a 
rather uplifting and hopeful meeting hosted by former Anglican 
minister, Gradon Harvey, at the Waikanae Baptist Church. 
 
The purpose of the gathering was to explore the possibility of 
establishing the church-led family harm support organisation  
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Tuesdays and Thursdays 11 am to 4 pm 
Saturdays 10 am to 12.30 pm 

Thrifty Place  
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Synod report August 2020 

 

Thirtysix lay and clergy gathered at St Marks Feilding on Saturday 
for the Lower North Island Synod, following the Friday ministerial 
synod.  
 
Church Conference this year will be held in Auckland with a limit 
of 50 persons. It was acknowledged that where the Church lacks the 
required specialist expertise among its membership it engages 
professional advice.  
 
There are also less clergy to fill all the traditional roles. Our synod 
loses five presbyters this year and including the Synod 
superintendent leaving these positions yet to be filled. Equitable 
ways of paying retired clergy and accredited lay preachers are under 
discussion.  
 
Betsan Martin of Public issues presented a paper on lifting benefit 
rates and climate change.  

David Hanna of Wesley Community Actions spoke on the 
suggested decision that 2% of the gross house sales on land owned 
by Wesley College be used for the purposes of social housing.  

In a first for our synod, the topic for the day was a zoom 
presentation by Monica Yeazeal, a pharmacist with years of 
experience working with medical cannabis in the USA. She pointed 
out many benefits in legalising cannabis for recreational use.  

After lunch Trudy Downes gave a zoom presentation on “Parish life 
in a COVID world.”  Revs Tony Franklin-Ross and Rob Ferguson 
added to the zoom discussion with a brief overview of spiritual 
practices in the past 50 years. The topic was further discussed in a 
workshop group, the other group option being “Buildings are for 
Mission.”  

Rosalie Sugrue  
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Te Hāhi in Kāpiti. Founded in 2018, in the family harm capital of 
Aotearoa New Zealand, Gisborne, Te Hāhi now operates in 
Rotorua, Taupo and the Hawkes Bay, reaching out the hand of 
Christ to those suffering the impact of family harm. 
 
Te Hāhi works with the NZ Police, via a low-risk referral system, to 
come alongside those in our communities impacted by family harm. 
Police attend 25-30 family harm reports each week in Kāpiti, likely 
a fraction of what actually occurs behind closed doors. Te Hāhi 
offers an outreach to people, in the form of a visit, often a food 
parcel, support, prayer, practical support, whatever is useful to the 
family – from helping to clean up the house to friendship and 
prayer. Te Hāhi really are the hands and feet of Christ in the 
community. 
 
We heard some real life, body-of-Christ-in-action, messages from 
Te Hāhi leaders, Te Hāhi’s Gisborne champion, Pastor Guthrie 
Boyd and Sergeant Mike Trotter from the Family Harm team right 
here in Kāpiti. Mike policed in Gisborne with the support of Te 
Hāhi and had a strong message of encouragement to the churches of 
Kāpiti regarding the wealth of impact that an organisation like Te 
Hāhi has on the ground alongside the Police. 
 
To find out more about Te Hāhi have a look at this You Tube clip : 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0HPYxb5jVcw 
 
If you’d like to know more about our church becoming part of the 
Te Hāhi network in Kāpiti, come and have a chat with Reverend 
Wiig or with me any time. 
 
Ngā mihi 
 
Angela Claridge – Counsellor 
Kāpiti Counselling Service 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0HPYxb5jVcw
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Trade Aid 
 

First of all, a big ‘THANK 
YOU’ to all of those who 
have been into the Trade Aid 
store.   
 

Rachael Gorte, the shop 
manager, reports that since 
reopening after the lockdown 
there’s been amazing support from customers, which has resulted in 
sales targets being exceeded.   
 

And of course that means that Trade Aid can continue the strong 
partnership it has with those farmers and artisans whose products 
we enjoy so much.  
 

It’s become important to a lot of people to shop local/NZ businesses 
and ethical businesses, which has helped Trade Aid a lot.  

 

These beautiful handmade papers caught 
my attention when I visited the shop 
recently.  And Rachael kindly shared 
with me information about the paper and 
those who make it. 
 

I was fascinated to learn that Nepali 
handmade papermaking is a 2000 year 

old technique and one of the ancient traditional crafts from the 
Himalayan Kingdom of Nepal.  It is used in daily lives for valuable 
legal documents, making sacred or popular masks and kites. Monks 
of Tibet have always used it for manuscripts and printing sacred 
tests. The paper is renowned for its exceptional durability and for its 
lively and special texture. 
 
The bark from Daphne cannabina or Daphne papyracea, known as 
lokta in the local language, is harvested every two to three years. It 
is found at high altitudes between 6500. - 9500 ft. Care is taken 
when it is gathered not to destroy the fragile ecology of the 
Nepalese forest.  
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After gathering it is carried to 
villages two or three days, walk 
down the mountains. The paper-
makers clean and boil the bark. 
Beating the boiled bark with 
wooden mallets produces a pulp, 
which is poured on to wooden 
frames to dry in the sun. The sun-
dried sheets are transported to 
paper factories where they are 
dyed, stencilled, printed, and 
transformed into attractive 
products.  
 

Today greetings 
cards, stationery sets, 
notebooks, gift wrap 
paper, bags, 
envelopes and photo 
frames are made 

using traditional Nepalese design. 
 

The Mahaguthi group that makes these products for Trade Aid 
provides regular income and support to micro-scale producer 
groups. Profits are reinvested annually into a residential training 
centre offering free two-year production training programmes to 
destitute women, as well as education for their children. 

The group 

• builds capacities of micro/small artisans to improve their 

level of performance both in terms of quality and quantity 

• promotes traditional culture, art and artisans by means of 

developing new products with indigenous skill and 

resources 

• lobbies, advocates, practices and promotes fair trade for 

sustainable trade development 
• supports economic empowerment of people and 

communities with the focus on women. 
Marg Lees 
Trade Aid shopper and trustee  

A member of Mahaguthi using 
natural vegetable dyes to colour 
the paper. 


