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Traffic  
My preferred route to the office takes me through 4 traffic lights – other routes have up to 8.  Very 

rarely I have a ‘perfect’ drive where all the lights are green but more often than not I encounter a 

red – and yes, occasionally a diabolical run when they are all against me.  At least that is how it 

feels at times, that the traffic gods are conspiring for or against me on my commute to work.  I smile at the 

ridiculous notion that someone in traffic command is conspiring specifically against me and wait for the lights to 

change. 

Life’s journey encounters any number of traffic lights that tell us to stop, go or take caution.  In the work of 

Presbytery it is often a process of helping congregations to discern their future and give an indication of how to 

proceed.  The delay can be frustrating, but it relates to more than just the one car/issue.  As I write a road is closed 

outside our office and the detour is creating havoc with the traffic and impatience at the traffic lights (and a few 

near misses).  It highlights how the network relies on an integrated system to benefit all drivers, not just the one. 

Pray this week for the country as we seek clarity over how fast to move through the current outbreak of 

Covid.  Pray for the church as each congregation faces specific issues and as a presbytery we must look for 

a wider strategy.  Pray that we might see the lights, be patient as we wait, and always expect the 

unexpected. 

 

Peter MacKenzie    Executive Secretary  
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Presbytery Council 
Only one nomination for the position of moderator of Presbytery Central was received and therefore Rev 

Paul Loveday (St John’s,  Hastings) has been declared as moderator-designate. 

Four nominations were received to fill the four At Large positions on Presbytery Council and therefore 

Rev Allister Lane (St John’s, Wellington), Rev Jill McDonald (St Andrew’s, Hastings), Rev Hana Popea-Dell 

(St Ninian’s, Karori, Wellington) and Rev Tony Wood (St Timothy’s, Titahi Bay, Porirua) have been de-

clared councillors-designate. 

The new members of council will join the others in their first meeting on 2 December 2021 (hopefully in 

person).   

There are vacancies for a Manawatu-Wairarapa representative on council and Gisborne-Hawkes Bay re-

gional Moderator..  

 



Being Presbyterian 
A personal view from Peter MacKenzie 

All Presbyterian property is vested with the Presbyterian Church Property Trustees (PCPT) who are an 

independent group appointed by General Assembly.  Congregations have ‘beneficial ownership’ of the 

buildings which means that they can freely use them but do not legally own them.  Major decisions about property 

(sale, lease, big renovations) need the permission of PCPT and Presbytery before work is undertaken and money is 

spent.  The current guideline is that any work over $50,000 needs to have permission. 

The current practice arose from the 1800’s when there were legal fights between local trustees or when official 

trustees all died.  PCPT became a permanent holder of the title and removed such disputes.  It can also be 

understood as an essential character of being a charity – where the congregation members do not personally gain 

from any donated investment in the property. 

When a church is closed (dissolved) the assets are conveyed to Presbytery.  A local community may feel that a 

church building belongs to them because of their financial support but the charitable gift was made to the church.  

Without a viable worshipping community the building often has to be sold and Presbytery will generally seek a 

buyer that is sympathetic to the interests of the wider community and the building.  Some hard choices are almost 

inevitable. 

Property applications to PCPT are considered by three presbytery work groups – Property, Mission and Finance.  

Presbytery seeks to ensure that property decisions are soundly based and look toward mission and development.  

Building proposals are often best raised with presbytery as early as possible to ensure the dreams can be realised. 

PCPT have produced a Property Handbook which can be downloaded from the PCANZ website (or we can email a 

copy to you) and provides plenty of information when thinking about the bricks and mortar of churches. 

Forge Aotearoa 
Forge Aotearoa is a movement to help train leaders and cultivate missional communities across Aotearoa 
New Zealand. The first leadership programme for those wanting to explore new missional ventures, or 
different expressions of church, begins in February 2022. We are inviting applications for the first intake 
now, for information and contact details go to forgeaotearoa.nz 

The Forge Pioneer Course is a spiritual formation and training process for those who sense that God might 
be leading them into creating new expressions of church. The Pioneer Course aims to prepare people for 
what God is calling them to do through a combination of mentoring huddles, training weekends, in con-
text experience and individual learning and reflection. 

The purpose of the Pioneer Course is to validate the pioneering spirit, creating a beachhead for making 
Kingdom ground and championing a voice for change in church as we know it.The pioneer course explores 
the questions raised by church, culture & Kingdom as well as fostering relationships between like-

minded, Kingdom-seeking trail-blazers and connects them with others 
on the same journey. 

Presbytery Central  acknowledges the death of the Rev William D Francis.  Bill spent 

years as a missionary in Vanuatu, Niue and Samoa, and ministries in Auckland and 

Dunedin.  Our thoughts and prayers are with Mary and the family.  A service will be 

held on Saturday 23 October at 3pm at Raumati Uniting Church.   

http://forgeaotearoa.nz


Your property, our ministry 
We are wondering if anyone in our presbytery central 
community has a bach that we may be able to borrow 
within our presbytery central map, that a few of us could 
stay in as we travel to facilitate annual forums in each of 
our regions. (Hawkes’s bay, Manawatu, Taranaki, Whan-
ganui, Wairarapa, Wellington and Gisborne) or in Auck-
land for when we travel up to connect.  The reason we 
are asking this is because earlier this year a few of the 
staff stayed in a house in the Hawke’s bay and it was so 
beneficial for us as staff to connect as we all work in 
different parts of the presbytery the time together was invaluable as we got to dream and talk about how 
we support you all better. It also gives us the opportunity to give us time to spend in your regions sup-
porting you, connecting and getting to know you.  

Thank you so much for all your support, we really appreciate it! 

Contact  

Kyle Hastelow 

021517025 

Kyle.h@presbyterycentral.org.nz 

 

A new look 
Presbytery Central are delighted to be launching their 

new website. After a significant amount of consultation 

and conversations around the Presbytery, it is finally 

here. We’ve been pleased with the feedback received 

thus far and can’t wait for you to try it. Barring unfore-

seen problems, the site will be going live by the end of 

Friday. 

This site is designed to be a hub for all you need and 

want to do with your Presbytery—should it fall short or 

exceed expectations, we would be delighted to hear 

about it, let us know. 

Presbytery Central are delighted to welcome our Moderator designate 

and At-Large Councillors 

mailto:Kyle.h@presbyterycentral.org.nz

